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SUBJECT MARTIN LUTHER ICING, JR. 

This informative aemorandm n to record incruiry of 
J>epartment £pnceming tapes of adcrophone su rveillances on 
Martin Luther Krng , Jr. 

On 2/5/76, Supervisor ■^■^^^■■^■f INTO, returned 
J a call to Mr. Quinlan J. Shea, Jr^^CT?n^jSplty Attorney 
General's (DAG) Staff, who said he had been informed by Civil 
Rights Division Assistant Attorney General Pottinger that 
Supervisor Campbell wa^ the custodian of the Ring tapes and 
Shea desired some information from Campbell. It was explaine 
to Shea that Pottinger was apparently given a wrong io^ression 
irihen he, Pot£inger, listened to some of these tapes. Supervise^ 
William Campbell of the Laboratory played the tapes for Potti 
but Campbell's connection with than are primarily of a technical 
nature. As to the **cu3todian*' of the tapes, Shea was told that, 
in Bureau records they are charged to Section Chief J. G. Deegan 
and maintained in the letter's office but that if Shea wants 
to ta lk to the person most knowledgeable as to the tapes 
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Shea then said that his purpose in calling was 
desire to protect the DAG relative to a pending suit wherein 
someone is atteo^ting to obtain the tapes. He said that it waC 
necessary that he give advice to the DAG to suppott an' appeal 
regarding a denial of information to the person seeking the tapes. 
Shea indicated that research resulted in a deteimination that tha 
privacy issue relating to King himself could not be raised as 
Ring is dead but that the Department was exploring the 
issues as relating to the King family. At this point, 
inquired as to whether or not Shea was aware of the ef 
which were initiated by the King family through its attorneys 
to obtain FBI files concerning King. Shea said he was not 
faailiar with this fact and ItM •uggested^^'^r^ 
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might desire to consult with Assistant Attorney General 
Antonin Scalia, (It will be recalled that early in 1975, 
Assistant Director Mints was present at a c^ference with 
Departmental officials, including Scalia and attorneys for 
the King family because of the family's desire to obtain tha 
FBI's files on King). ^ ^ 

Shea sLd he had no desire to hear the tapes which 
he freouently referred to as the "sex tapes*' but wanted to have 
some idea of their contents. It was explained to him that wHLe 
the tapes' contents were prlioarily of personal activities, they 
were not to the exclusion of other matters such as discussions 
of current events, civil rights issues and conversations 
between King and his advisors. 




inquired of Shea as to exactly what he 
vented to know that he would use in his advice to the DAG. 

I He stated that he would like to know whether or not the 
revelation of these tapes would be embarrassing to the King 
family and %>hether or not it would lead to an harassment of 
the family. He was told that such revelation would be 
embarrassing but that It was not clear what he meant by 
harassment. He then asked whether such revelation would likely 
result in the family being submitted to questions from the 
press that might be harassing to them. He was told that such 

revelations would quite likely so result. Concluding,^ 

told him tha^ifhe desired any more information, it laight ^e~ 
best for ^^^H^V^o visit his office. He responded that he did ) 
not anticTpaC^E^ further needs In this matter. ^ 



ACTIONS 
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HEREIN IS UtliCUCSIFIED 

itt Ifl la poMMMloa «f T9 mis -of tftpi 



jnttcaltlng tr<m oar KlcrojAu>ii« ^yongs fh9 activities of 
lartiA Latter Sins, Jr., AtrSai tlM J^riod 1.964-89; Vs ; | 
also possess transcripts of thess tapss. 



t < ^ : Porsoast to ths Isttsr ttf Dscssbsr W, m», ^ 
fr«« Ir. fftaslsy PottlBcsF« AssSstsst Attornsy Gsasrsl* > 
ClTll Sights DlTlsios, settlag forth yoiur authorlzatios for 
■r. Fottinger*s access to tapss coocorslsg Kiag» 00 . 
Decesber Id, 1975, Sr. Pottlsgsr listSBOd to com of tliess 
tapes. Is prepsratioa for UlSs toarisg, oso of oor superTisors 
Ss the Sadio IsginesrSag flsctios of tbs IBI laboratory, had ^. 
occasion to also listom to a susbsr of ths tapes. Bs observed -r 
that there Had bees soas deterioration is the aadio quality I 
of ths tapes, s coodltloB vhicdi ooald oasily occar vhea such 
tapes are retained for so long te period of tljss. It is hidi 
fwrther ohservatioa that the tapes vUl dstoirlprstv st as ' 
ovsa sore rapid jpses tm ths .jpnumi shASd* - 



Vs canaot* of eo«urss/ aatieipats any degre# 



ii^^ ^ «f certalsty the need la tlM years ahead to lis able to llstea ^' 

' i^J -rr v^4v to and naderstand th4MM tapes, shether it vill be our ova 

personnel or othOJni ik* till asod to llatsa to thea« la vl«v 
\- "^^iM^^Jti^rr the foregoing. iMplo4 vltk ths eurreat laterest $a tlioas tapes 
trn^^ by the Departaent and the Senate Select Co«slttee oa - ' ' 

Act^vitlss-jas hav s glvea soiuiiderati<» to ha viae 
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.:4, In comiftctloa vlth Sermtc Select Cocaaicteels request 

^^■^m... £^ Al^ctronlc •u^lllanc* inforaation^ it Im necessar/ to 
contact above field dlvUlons to obtain ^t«« that Klqg wa* 

Inatallatlona «t above offices. .r-*'r-S%\ 
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G. c. 

MAKTIH UTIHER KING, JR. 
SECURITT MATIER - COmUNISI 

PURPOSE ; 

To advise you of a Hew York Times_ article (copy 
attached) oql^/ 21/73 containing charges by retired Special Agent (SA) 
Arthur Murtagh that' the Bureau In a'^'getf King" movement used 

ance material to undermine the support of ftKe 
late Martin Luther King, Jr., among his ^ite backers. 

SYNOPSIS: ^T^/ 

Arthur Leo Murtagh, age 51, a retir ed SA. practicing 1^ . 
la Constable, New York, is very critical of~the Bureau and is [A 
writing a book about his Bureau experiences. In an interview bW,^3ne 
New York Ttmea he made allegations that the electronic surveillance 
of'ldSe'late Martin luther King, Jr., was part of a "get King" move- 
ment in the FBI triggered by a hatred of King by the late Director 
Hoover, Murtagh was assigned to the security squad in Atlanta which 
handled the King case but he was working on other assignments during 
the time of the electronic surveillance of King. He was known in 
Atlanta to be very critical of the disciplinary policies of 
Mr. Hoover and of the Bureau's weight program. We are checking out 
those allegations ^ich can be checked but our files show that the 
surveil|.ance of King was justified and was approved by former 
Attomenj^ General (AG) Robert Kennedy. 

^^^^ J /// / 7 I '^QSd 

DETAILS ; /^ y tf(, '/ /'') " O/^^ 

In addition to The New York Times article there are attacheii 
copies of six Bureau documents showing the Justification for and the 
«ctent 6f our electronic coverage of King and the propriety of that 
coverage as evidenced by the fact that the c overag e* ff^* approved by 
Robert Xtenedy, the AS at the tla^.'' 
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HaDorandun G, C. Moore to Mr, E. S. Miller 

BS: MAHTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 

The Atl'anta Office has no information' to confirm that 
there was any attempt to assign Mtirtagh to the King phone tap 




Murtagh was bom 9/25/21, entered on duty as an SA on 
1 4/16/51 and yol\Mitartly retired 9/25/71, He served in Atlanta ^ 
1 from 10/30/60 to his retirement date. He Is reportedly practicing 
\ law In Constable, New York. 

' Regarding Murtagh* s allegation that one of the top 

officials from Bureau headquarters In Washington, D, C, had tried 
to persuade community leaders in Atlanta that they should not attend 
A banquet for King, Atlanta has indicated that former Assistant to 
tha Director tfllllan C, Sullivan was In Atlanta about 1965 to attend 
a conference and at that time Sullivan made an appolntmentr with and 
talked to the late Ralph McGlll, editor of tljip v"Atlanta Constitution" 
but the substance of their convers ation is n ot know n. The appoint- ^ ^ 
ment was reportedly arranged by SA^|||[BHBH|bh^^9^^^fi^^^^t k^'^^) 
who accompanied Mr. Sullivan but did not remain, dur j^^^nl conver- 
aation, Mr. Sullivan at the time also attempted to arrange an 
appointment with the late Bishop Halllnan of Atlanta but this 
e^polntsent did not materialize* As of this time we have fotsid no 

^" ' - 2 - r COMTINUED - OVER 



Manor andum 6. €• Moore to Mr. E. S. Miller 

RBs MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 

100-106670 



information in our files regarding the nature of the conversation 
between Mr. Sullivan and Kr. MteGlll. tfe are continuing our 
efforts to locate such information and you will be advised of 
the results of our search. 

On this subject the "Atlanta Constitution" on 5/22/73 
carried an article indicating that the Mayor of Atlanta at the 
time and other city and state leaders were asked by the newspaper 
if the FBI had tried to interfere in anyway with the bantpiet for 
Ring and all denied any knowledge of such an attempt. 

Atlanta can find no record of anyone connected with 
the Bureau contacting Eugene Patterson, also an editor of the 
"Atlanta Constitution," regarding King's plans to meet a woman 
at an airport in Florida as stated in the attached article. 

In an effort to further pin down the allegation that 
McGlll and Patterson were contacted we are conducting a file 
review which will be very lengthy to determine If there is any 
record of such contacts and to determine the details thereof. 
The results of this review will be furnished later, (ftirtagh's 
charges that intimate details of King's personal life were 
furnished to newsmen who were urged to write articles disclosing 
them cannot be substantiated in Bureau files. One article by 
Jack Anderson on 8/24/69 did refer to details of King*s personal 
misconduct and quoted from a Bureau docment but our files 
indicate that this information was not provided to Anderson or 
anyone else except The White House which requested the interview 
that developed the information. 

As indicated in the attached article, Murtagh is in 
the process of writing a book and is apparently using The 
H«r York Times article to air soisatlonalism which will help sell 
his book. Except for the allegations regarding McGlll and the 
statement by Patterson there is little in the article which can 
b« checked out. MUrtagh is quoted as qualifying many of his 
statemoits with such statements as "in an apparent effort to 
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said that he could offer no proof but that he believed completely"; 
and "from all the things I saw It appeared to me." Perhaps his 
book vh&i published will contain more Information on the bases 
for seme of his allegations. 

Until such time that such Information Is forthcoming 
and can be checked out we must go by the record which shows that 

on King was triggered by Mr. Hoover's hatred of King, the 
electronic coverage of King was justified and was approved by' the 
A6 at the time. 

The attached article has been referred to Inspector 
John A. Mlntz for an opinion as to any Federal violation here. 
A preliminary opinion by Inspector Mlntz Is that there appears * 
to b« no Federal violation on the part of Murtagh. 

ACTION ; 

For information. You will be kept advised of any 
additional information developed. 




ADDENDUM BY LEGALCOUNSEL, 5/23/13, J^:&iia^ \V 

While the informatloa reported in the '"NY Times" article 
attributed to former SA Murtagh does not appear to constitute a violation 
of any Federal statute, it is very likely that his disclosure to the press 
violated the secrecy agreement which I understand he signed dated 
AgxU 16. 1951. If it becomes necessary, it might be possilfle to request 
fbB Department to interaede in our behalf and apply for an Injunctioa 
prohibiting Miirtagh from furnishing additional information derived 
ftom FfiSL files. Such an injunction could be based on the s^eement he 
P signed In 1951. 
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fo D iscredit Dr. K id^ 



my WAUACC TURNER 
A tomm «cnt ta the Fed- 
«rai Bureau of Investigation 
•«ys that in the ninteen-stxues 
the bureau used materia ?iined , 
in an electronic turveiilance of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
Xing Jr. in aj> apparent effort 
to cndcmine tbe Ute dvll 
Tights leadei't support amons 
hii white backers. 

former agent also said 
fltat many newspapermen were 
tsjad to write articln disclcw- 
Isf intimate details ot Dr. 
King's persona] Hfe^atails to 
be suppiic-d by the bureau sfier 
they were picked up in the 
tel^hwne taps. Three taps on 
t>r. King wen said to have 
Y>eeB mudi moFre widespread 
than had previously been re- 
ported. 

The former axent. Arttiur 
Miirtafh, a 51-year-oW lawyer 
now praclicins in Constable, 
N.T., told The New York 
Times in an interview that nn- 
portant figures in the F.B.I. 
even tried to persuiide com- 
nunity leaden in Atlanta that 
they should not attend a ban- 
quet that was held to honor Dr 
King after he won the Nobel 




' Tbe Rev. Dr. Martin Luther Kiag Jr. leavkig J. Edgar | 
" Hoover's office aitw conferring with the F.B.L director; 
^ oa Dec 1, 1964. Dr. Kinj had requested the BiMtingl 
during a Utter eoDtioversy between the two ooi. 

— iTigSS. the lap on Dr. K'nfiT ^ 



Mr. Felt 

Mr. BiAer 

t4r. CaUaban _ 
Mr. GevelKiid . 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. GebhanH _ 
Mr. Jeokina — 
Mr. Marshall _ 
Mr. Mtll«f, E.S. 

Mr. Soyars 

Mr. Tbompson . 
Mr. Walters — 
Tele. Room — 
Mr. Baise 



Mr. Barnes 

"3^!r. Bowers 

rf. '^,-4Ai. Herington — 
» ~?k Conmy 

Eardley 

^ ^s. Hogan 




The l^hincton Post 
Timea Herald 



SSf JS^i^'^^«?e^nX"^r«^^^^^ biieau on tbe f.rst.| 

Sr^w^v.rlSrr^ ^S^^ • Muhammad Ali, then the world ^i"? f^^^ °^ ^iJS^lJl 
5L?J^^.*^;tJ2'Clr^ISiX''l»"^e*Rht boxing champion, i^e ^|r'*r^^ew$. whiA were 

the banquet dear th aLthe Up ^ iii.ticr^. He said that he could not 
? Tmp Disdosed b 1W» - ^-4=^"^- 



Mr. Murtagh retired from the in "October^ 1963, and 9u con- 



bureau in September, IS7I, af- 
ter 21 l«ars of eerrice, inciud- 

btf been confirmed in inier-l****"""*** and the bureau 
views with various independcntlhas never given any baottna* 
aoorces. ftion about the tap. 

The fact thit Dr. long's te>-| -Martin Luther King became 

"^iK^^^ ^ ^ 1 bonm inieraat as 

wvll-estabiished. It ww *s- , . AtJ«i^ aMim 

dosed In 1968 while Senator 

RfSert F. Kennedy campsijmed' concerned." Mr. Muitagh said 



tioued St least into 1965, Thm 

were suggestions that tt lasted Dr.lfCinE's phones in order to 



offer proof, but that he 
believed completely that Kt. 
Hoover, as bureau direclor. 
sought the authority to Up 



for the Democratic FresKlentai 
nomination. 

After Mr. Kemedy was nur- 
dbrad In earty June. 196S. his 
former asociates said that the 
tap was insuUed when Mr. 
Kennedy, as AUomey General, 
acquiesced in 1963 to J. Edgar 
Hoover's repeated demands for 
atithority to tap. Mr. Hoover 
argued that. Dr. King had asso- 
ciations with subversive groups 
who sought to use (he avil 
righu movement against the 
best in terests . of the Unitedi 
Statesir " — — — I 



The fonner agent was a mem- 
ber of the 15-maa group as- 
signed to the security squad 
and it was this group that 
conducted the electronic sur- 
veillance of Dr. King, Mr. 
MurUgh said. 

The former agent, wiw 
describes lurnsctf as one of 
a half-dozen liberals who sur 
.yivpd in the bureau to readi 
frtirement age, said he is now 
p reparinE_ hi& notes to write a 
book on bis experien»«fc — H 



get infonr^ation to destroy the 
dvil rights Jeader and silence 
his criticism of the bureau's 
alleged failures to investigate, 
the complalnU of Ncgrx>cs| 
against vliiie law enfou£J]UXl» 



ofn«r8 in~~^Albaay, Sa^ fron 
1961 to 1963 

Mr, Murta^b WOyld QOt RaiSS 

agents who^took part in the 
surveillance. He said that lie 
j believed they had been taking 
orders, and that to name them 
now would cause them on- 
deserved embarrassmenL He 
said iw had not taken part in 
the surveillance because he had 
told the supervisor in cturgo 
that be believed the tap was 



Tbe Cvenine Star (Waabinflt 
The Sundaiy Star (Waahinftoi 

Daily News (New Yoik) 

Sundv News (Kew Yorir) . 

New YoA Post 

The New Yotti Tinas -25 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 

The Wall Street .louraal — 

The National Observer 

People' » World 
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wcirs^ /t^^j -10 Iff- 



n 



O 



-f 



^pjvvsa. asked te e wy t aH i lMwp 
be oouU enforce ntdi a nfusal 
In • Uibly diiciplined orgu- 
Ization such ei the F.B.L, Mr. 
Mtirugli 1^ thit hejwd be- 
come known as i critic 
tome activities, end thtt his 
work in the AtlanU office was 
mihimble to the agenti u- 
•ipied to direct the office. 

ke was paymaster, and "eoo- 
trol," for a network of under- 
ooNxr informers who were "in 
place" in black organizations 
that wer* powig in importance 
at that time. He said, for ex- 
ample, that he was able to 
learn almost anything he waat- 
«d to know about the opera- 
tion of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, which 
Dr. King headed. 

Mr. MurUgh said he once 
challenged the agent who ran 
the surveillance to say whether 
lh?re was justification for the 
liontrnLion that Dr. King wja 
involved with subversives — d>e 
jitsUfication for the telephone 
xu>. He quoted the agent M 
Replying. "I would try t o tel l. 

^hers that there was, but, I 
\fouldn*t try to tell it to yoc 
, Mr. Murtagh also said that 
•tie extent of the electronic 
aarveillance was never wUl 
understood outside limited cir- 
cles witiiin the bureau. He said 
thai it went cm for at least 
three year;, and that more than 
S.000 telephone conversations 
were monitored. 

Previously pubii&hed accoairts 
tS the telephone tap have in- 
dicated that emly three tele- 
phones were Involved— <hose in 
Dr. King's home, at the South- 
Christian Leadership Con-| 
lerence offices ia Atlanta, and 
at an office in New York that 
was used by Itae person that, 
Mr. Hoover had ar^ed was at 
sub\'ersive attempting to raisuaej 
Dr. King. It was this contention 
that caused Robert Kennedy to 
approve the telephone tap. 

Mr. Murta«^ said that tele- 
phones all over the United 
States were tapped, and that it 
|was not uncommon for the 
Atlanta bureau to discover that 
It liad monitored a call, and that 
the other end of the call had 
'been monitond bf a tfiffotot 
Ustenii!" po^ 

•The'surwrinance was mas- 
sive and complete," Mr. Murta|^ 
aaU. -He couldnt wiggle. Tbey 

Fadlnte 



tamn in Wadtingtoa eoiH 
r^mcd the broad oaUines of Mr. 
Mtmagh's descripUon. These 
aourccs confirmed thai when 
Dr. KuiR left Atlanta, the FAX 
clectrDme surveiUance went 
with htm. end that hia tele- 

, ifl Kot^W m niK««e> 



were upped. with reporu cf 
MormauoR derived from (faeac 
t«n fH into Washintnon as 

. . '• . n.rMiti <!n.-i.- 



6"- 



" In 'anoQier part of his teter 
♦iew, and again to e way that 
livoided the use Of names. »r. 
Murtagh said that after Dr. 
King won the Nobd Pea« 

K-:-.- Ktircan anaH* M well- 

orchestrated attempt to under- 
mine the success of the OM<»»i«t 
that was held la Dr. King's 
honor in Atlanta. 

The forn>er acmt said that 
persons who understood his 
critical attitude lowaid vie 
bureau's activities in the civil 
righu field told liiffl that an 
agent from the AilanU office 
and one of the top officials 
from Washington headquaiters 
had called on two religious 
leaders and on the late Ralph 
McGili. editor of the AtlanU 
Constitution, to attempt to per- 
suade them not to attend the 
banquet 

Mr. MurUsh ajain would not 
name use agLiu ur uic iiuu- 
quarters official. But he sakl 
that the morning after the 
Washington man arrived at the 
Atlanta office, the agent said to 
Mr. Murtaeb. "We're going U\ 
get him today. Hoover is going* 
take care of KiRg today.** 

No Attack by Editor ' 

Mr. Murtagh said thai the 
^reau had agents assigned to 
be the conuct men for persons 
such as newspaper editors, and 
that the man he quoted had 
been the contact for Mr. McGitl. 
This agent took the Washing- 
ton man to see Mr. IilcGiil and 
the next day told Mr. Murtagh, 
"1 guess McGill will be ukjng 
CEre of KiT ip " *h» mAi*/^ 
made no auack^on tiit a*^ 
rights leader. 

While the death of Mr. Mc- 
Gili and the refusal of Mr. 
Murtagh to name the agenu 
made it impossible to corro- 
borate his story, an interview 
with Eugene Patterson, former 
editor of Hie Constitution, 
produced a recollection that 
parallels the (Uny told fagr Ifr. 
Murugh. 

Mr. Patterson, now president 
and publisher of The St Peters^ 
burg (Fla.)) Times, said that 
in the spring of 19G4. he was 
called on by an F.BX agea^ 
whrnn he would not name. 

^ou people have been g>vin| 
Mippon to Martin Luther King.- 
Mr. Patterson quoted the agent 
as saying. -Don't you owe it 
to your readers to tell tfacm 
what kind of man be is? Our 
information is that while he 
postures as 4grHtinoral leader, 
he is ninning around with wo- 
own. Dont* you think >-oiir read- 
ers ought to tmow thisJ" 

"I toU him we didnt ran t 
Ittylude-peeking newspaper,* 
Mr, paitKnon remwnbered •ay- 
t una mm uiai nna or 
thuig had nothing to do with 
th e etvi l ei g hts movemeotf' 



'i 



\ t Mr. Patterson said the egent 
told him that Dr. King would 
meet a woman at an airport in 

i Florida that weekend, and in- 
sisted that the ConsUtutMo 
send a reporter and photograr 
pher to record the meeting. 
. Mr. Patterson refused. Some 
dayi liter, the agent returned 
and again insisted that "he 

MMHCMrkAr wnnlH rMt nrinl the 

newslTwe "gNe it to you," 
Mr. Patterson said. 

A day or so later, according 
to Mr. Patterson, the agent 
called and said, "our informa- 
tion is that the meeting is off 
so It's a good thing you didnt 
send anybody down t here." 

In reflecting on the electronic 
surveillance of Dr. King, Mr. 
Murtagh said, "from «I the 
things ! saw. It apreared to me 
to be a 'get King' movement in 
the buremi. It was triggered by 
Hoover's hatred of King as a 
result of King's criticism of the 
bureau back in '62 and '63." 

He also said that he was 
somewhat ashamed as he re- 



night, when the King telephone 
tap had been in existence for 
years, he agreed to spend four 
or five hours manning the lis- 
tening post when another agent 
hnd an em^rgengr that took 
him off duty. 

"I don't really know why I 
a{Teed to do it," he said, 
guess It is that you go along 
and watch it run and it gets so 
you really believe this is too 
•nsjrjnoth and there .«^?^— 
rcoiiid'do.'* ' 



r .r ■■ 



UNITED STATES GOVERN 



t. 

UR; BEUION ■lb'/ 




J U K £ 



rwL<><i-> 



C. A. Evan 



date: 7/16/63 

cc Ur. BclDiont 
Ur. Sullivan 
lir. Evans 



TialMt 

Tab. Rom , 



COMMUNIST JNFLUENC3 IN 



Nr\ ' /S^the AG*, Jones had indicated Lo had sone reserva- 
<-^y^-lw' nN-i^"? about talkir.2 v/ith ,Levi)ioon on the phone. 

Marshall thought he might hpiVo been referi'ing to a ' 
possible telephone t:<p, and parjced it olZ by tellim' 
T^.r<-= v.-.g some thing be \.c>ulcl have to take up ^ 




PalcoiJ 

I . ' The AG Tjras contccted at his request late this 
I afternoon. -TJe said that CTr.rence Benjamin Jones, 
\a NY attorney who h:is had clo39 association with 
Martin Luthor King, and vfith Stanley Lovinson 

concealed communist) , hac been in to see Burke 
shall about the racial situixtion. According to 



vith Levincon . 



l/The pui'pose of t'le AG'd contact v/ns that thin 
bi'oujjht to lixs attculn.on the possibility of effect- 
technical cover; [:;e on bol h Jones and Martin 
Luther Kins. 1 t6m the AG 



I at I was not at all 
acquainted v.ith Jones, but t::,-.t, in. so far as King was 
concerned, it v/as obvious i"ro:i the reports that he . 
was in a travel statua practically all the time, and ' j. 
It was, thcioxore, doubtful that a technical surveillance v 
on his office or homo would bo very productive. I also J 
l^raised the question as to tba repercussions If it Vj^/ 
should ever become l:no*vn that such a surveillance^!!^ 



been put on King. 



REC- 9 



The AG said this did 'nov. concern him at all; 



that in vie\v of the possible conjsmnist influence 



31 1363 



4'A-\ ^ ^ ' -^^^^ ^ A fx ^ A 9^ 4- -i 



have as complete co'/crage ao possible. I, told bin, ^ 
under the cix'cuwsta-i^ces , that vjq would check -into the' 'i.^ 
natter to see if covarage was feasible and, if so, \Xf 
would submit an appx'opriate recommendation to him. 



I 



If you approve,' l7e will have a preliminary survey 
made to7'soG if technical coverage^ is feasible with full 
security.'- //vj^' - — '* 



/ \ 




t 



4^. 



-VjitTBU STATES GO INl^ *t1T 

MemoYundum 



TO 



FROM 



Mjp. Be^^^/ 
C. A. Evan^ 




DATCI 



JUNE 





MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 




lat hh'] 




ihe Attorney General orally informed me today Uiat hfe'had beeii-. 
considerii^ the request he mnde on July 16, 1963, lor a tGchuical surveii- 
' ; lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and vra.s now of theii 
. opinion that this would be ill advised. ■ ^ ' . ■■ ' . 

At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a 
- ' surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the 

productivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King 
travels most of the time and that there miglit be serious repercussions 
should it ever become known the Government had instituted this coverage. | 
These were the very thoughts tliat the Attorney General expressed today Vjw 
in withdrawing his request. 

. Witli reference to the other technical surveillance requested 
at ttie same time, namely, the one on Clarence Benjamin Jones, tlic 
Attorney General felt tliis was in a different category and we should go [L 
forward with this coverage, tt is noted that this was previously approvea 
3 -^---^J ^ writing by the Attorney GeneraL 

" . The memorandum we sent to the Attorney General on 

i- July 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been // 
^retrieved and is attached. / Bcfc»-6i*> > . .A; 

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: 



: ^ '^'iwe will take no further action to effect technical coverage on 
Martin. Luther King, either at his home or at his office at the Southern. 
Christian Leadership Conference, in the absence of a furtlier request"*^ 



iroiii.tbe'Attomcy General. 



Enclosure 1 ' . 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Rosen 

CAE:vap 




#«iJ«p.lOO-3.06G70 
r 100-3-118 




UNi .liD STATES DE*ITMENT OF . .STICE 
FKDEKAL b'uREAU <\ iNYESTIC ATIOW 



• «•••• 




VASOIKCTOM SS, b. C. 

October 7, 1963 



MKKORANDUM FOR THE ATTOP^KEY GENEHAL . 

• REtj^MARTIN LUTHER KIKG, JR. 

. .SECURtTY MATTER COMIJOHIST . 





It is further requested that authority be granted . • .. * ' 
to place a technical surveillaiice on the SCLC ofxice at the^l.A- 
Current ':T3\Y York address or to any other : arddress to "Vfh'icli" , . 
it miay be Moyed, ..V - — . — -. . - : . 



£xcni;,r l/hr CDS, Cr.?''! 



APPROVED 



* DATE 




Respectfully., 



V . : . »=»^*« teartox (-Mn^K} CA . 



A //oh i 



5 NOV i 1963 




- SBttJET 



Mil 





DNrr. STATES DEPARTMENT OF 3. ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF IKVESTIGATION 



ntNiw 100-10S670 

100-3-116 



SEc)(iT 



WJltatNCTON 25, D. C 

October 18, 1963 




HSLiOBANDUH FOR THE ATTOBNEY G13KEHiU[i 



: MAMPIN LUXmSR KING, JR. / 
'fiSCURXTY UATTEA - COIoluJlUST V 



COimUlUST I1IFLU3NCE IN 
iftACIM. MTTERS 





... Respectfully, 



John 



>i Director 



APPROVED 
DATE /« 






— ■ ■ ■ 




2.': NOV Q:^^ii^ ^S^.". . . 
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^rt'ITED STATES COVERNl\_ /iT 

Memorandum 

TO Mr. Belmont 

C. A. Evans 



0 f I .^MPW 



FROM 



date: October 10, 1963 
JUNE 




In. 



Towl . 
TicMM . 



subject: 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 




The Attorney General was contacted at his request this after- 
noon. He had before him our memorandum of October 7, 1963, requesting 
authority for technical surveillances on Martin Luther King at his residence 

of which he is president, at New York City. 



Afi.nta enr! at r^ffi..^ er,„fu««« Christian Leadership Conference 



The Attorney General said that he recognized the importance ox 
I this coverage if substantial information is to be developed concerning the 
relationship betw'een King and the Communist Party. He said there was no 
question in his mind as to the coverage in New York City but that he was 
worried about the security of an installation covering a residence in Atlanta, 



orgia. He noted that the last thing we could afford to have would be a 




discovery of a wire tap on King's residence. 

• ' I pointed out to the Attorney General the &ct that a residenc 
was involved did not necessarily mean there was any added risk becaiise of 
tlie technical nature of the telephone system. He was informed that the 
Bureau'Had had years of experience in this field and that we continually 
reviewed our procedures to insure that every measure possible to secure 
such installations was taken. £ was nevertheless noted that of necessity 
we had to deal with established contacts in the telephone company to ^pt.th 
necessary leased lines, but once again we had pr ocedur e^ uih[t^h-pQin^iiTi? 
the risks to the nth degree. g£A 

B NOV 7 1963 
After this discussion the Attorney General said he felt we 
should go ahead with the technical coverage on King uir a trial'^l^sis, and 
continue it if productive results were forthcoming. He said he was certahi 
that all Bureau representatives involved would recognize the delicacy of this V 
particular matter and would thus be even more cautious than ever in this 

-J 



1^ 



i 



/ 



developed. regarding King's communist connections^ 



Enclosure 



t 

««1 



assignment. He asked to be kept advised of any pertinent information 

^6 



Z: 1 - Mr. 



X - iVlX. 



Sullivan v 

•rx 1 r\ 




ion / 'v- 



r 



III 



Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 



Our memorandum requesting authority for tils surveillance 
was signed by the Attorney General and handed to me. R is attached. 




- At* if^ 




i/, , . ■)nr 



.2 - 



V' ^ ""^ 

pRlTTO STATES »vfcRNMENT 




to* 



Memorandum 



Hp. y. C. Sullivft 





1 - Mr. SalllTftn 

1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 

OMT^ .April 18, 1968 v. 



Cmm 



C. 0. Br«nna: 



4 



JUNE 



1 - Nr. RozaBua 
1 • Mr, Rldgewaj 





SL^jECT: nytRTIIf LUTHER KING, JR. 

-^SECURITY NATTER - CONMUNIST 

Thls is to advise yon of past olectronic survolllances 
-hat we had Installed lor the purpose of securing Intelligence dal 
concerning the late Nartln Luther King, Jr., fomer^. President of ^ 
the Southern Christian Leaderslilp Conference <SCIjC). ^ 






Installed Discontinued Type 
lJ/8/63 4/30/65 ^ -^ JixetWi^ t 

1/8/64 Microphone 



a. o 



m 



i/23/64 



liOeation 

563 Johnson Avenue, M.R.j^j 
Atlanta, Georgia v:-^-.; 
Ylllard Hotel, Washington, 
Shroeder Hotel, NllwauiEee, 
Wisconsin ^ .^ir: 

Hilton Hawaiian Tillage, 
- Honolulu, Hawaii >^«>^-#^i^ 
Anbassador Hotel, Los ^^nge 
California ^r'rv^^^fea'^ 
Microphone l i r Hyatt House Notel^ 
- *-'^ ***'Lo8 Angeles, Califor 
'^Microphone "Statler Hotel, Detroit,-^ 

4/24/64 l^'-^TttcTQi'tiow ^4=;:^ Senator Hnr^ay. fiirraiimpto 



l/S/64 
1/27/64 

2/18/64 

. ■■■ tv ■ 

■^-Vv ■ . - — - '- 

2/20/64 

2/22/64 2/24/64 X ^"" 



3A9/64 ^^ 3/20/64 



1/27/64 
2/20/64 
'2/21/64 



Microphone 
Microphone 
Microphone 



6/2^64 4/26/64 



Wiretap 



. - ■ tW^-'^T/»/64 •'^^tiretap^'^f^ 



tOO-106670 
RUttsss 



Hyatt Bo|ReA^%i|jl)g^|M Ang 

- > v Calif orniifc ^ ' 

Hyatt HoQ8ssaotei;*;2ter 

•California ^^^^^^drnk^.^ 




0 



Venorandiui C. D. Brennan 
RB: MARTIN UTTHSR KING, 
~ 100-106670 



to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
JR. • 





Discontinued 




7/7/64 


7/9/64 


Microphone 


•/M/64 


9/8/64 


Wiretap 


8/22/64 


8/27/64 


Wiretap 


9/28/64 
1/8/65 


10/2/64 
1/11/65 


Microphone 
Microphone 


1/28/65 


1/3 1/65 


Microphone 


3/29/65 


3/31/65 


Microphone 


3/12/65 


5/13/65 


Microphone 


10/14/65 


10/15/65 


Microphone 


10/28/65 


10/30/65 


Microphone 


11/29/65 , 


11/30/65 


Microphone 


In addition to the above 
coverage was afforded the SCLC. 


Installed 


Discontinued 


Type 


10/24/63 

11/8/63 

7/13/64 


1/24/64 
6/21/66 
7/31/64 


Wiretap 
Wiretap 
Wiretap 



I^ation 



^4 



Hyatt House Motel. Los Angel< 
California 

125 East 72nd Street » 

new lurjLi new <wja 

Claridge Hotel, Atlantic Clt^, 
New Jersey . 

Hanger Hotel, Savannah, Geor|:i 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 
New Tork, New York 
Americana Hotel, 
New York, New York 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 
New York, New York 
Sheraton Atlantic Hotel, 
New York, New York 
Astor Hotel, 
New York, New York 
New York Hilton Hotel, 
New York, New York 
Anericana Hotel, 
New York, New York 



- - Location 

New York Office 
Atlanta Headquarters 
New York Office 

All of the above wiretap surveillances were authorized 
under the signature of the then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy 
"Who on 10/10/63 authorized the coverage of King's residence and an: 
other future address to which he may move, and the New York Office 
SCLC. Be also authorized wiretap coverage of King and the Atlanta 
headquarters of SCLC on 10/21/63. These authorizations were given 
during the administration of President John F. Kennedy. 

Attorney General Kennedy did not sign any microphone 
surveillance requests. Microphone surveillances were authorized bi 



Isur 

^ DttM 



BUivaU officials acting on generml aUiaorliy relaxing xo me 



Attorney General. 



•M MM. M 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



Mr. ¥• 



FROM 



G. C. 



SUBJECT : 



LUTH^KI 



1 • Mr. C. D, DeLoach 
1 • Mr. W. C. Sullivah 
1 - Mr. T. B. Bishop 

DATE: 1/28/70 Jfij; 




MARTIN LUTHnrKIHG, JR. 
SEX:URXTY MATTSK «• COMMUNIST 




» *t - w ► 



C* Moor* 

D. Brexman 
J. Rozamus 

E. Glass 




I 




To report the latest attack on the Bureau over the 
Martin Luther King wire taps by former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark in an article, 'The Death of Privacy** in the 
February, 1970, McCall's magazine. 



In his article Clark describes privacy as the ultimate 
_ freedom and says electronic stirveillances are the tools of 
^IjJ^^ those unwilling to make the sacrifices that are essential to 
o ijr '^l public safety. He describes King as a great American of opoii 
^ ^ conduct and says the fact that the FBI would tap his phones 
O^Oiand bug his hotel rooms should tell us all we need to know - 
^ S^^^iabout the desirability of those practices. Clark calls these |/ 
S =5 ^surveillances the act of an Incipient police state* Clark 
^ c>2Ys! s^^ys Government should tell the people of the United Stat 
u- ^ ^;^N^^^^^ tJie tapes from bugs secretly installed in King's hotel 
^uJUJ rooms were played to publishers. Senators and others as was 

■H^!^irumored after King's death. . . 

% :3r <=k '•< : . - : ' : t - 

There were no wire taps or microphone surveillances 
on King personally or on the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), his organization, during Clark's tenxire 
as acting Attorney General and Attorney General (10/3/ 66 - 
1/22/69). Clark's authority was tirice requested for a 
wire tap on SCLC headquarters in ^tlanta, Ge<Trglar,"j|timrihBe^deiiied 
authority both times. gj.joe ^ ^^fTB V^To'^^/f 



hi 

Is 



c 

C 




U There Is nothing in our fries to lenil^^any c red ence 
to rumors mentioned by Clark that tapes^on King were ever played 
for anyone cutslde the Bureau."^'-f 1 • f . ^ 

E TWO 




SEE RBCCMHENDArXOH 





■I 

V. > 



?;-i»3t;'o.atJ. 




Manorandinn G. C. Moore to Mr. V, C. Sullivan ^ 
RE: MARTIN LUTHiK KING, JR. 

RECOMMENDATIOH ; 

This dishonest attack is what ve have come 
to expect from Clark. He has chosen to completely Ignore 
the veil-known fact that Robert Kennedy not only approved 
but requested the coverage on King. It is recommended 
that bis remarks be Ignored a 




• 2 - 



v.. ■ -yv" . 
-» . 

V. ■ ■ 
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omoMAi wofu MO. I* 
' ^ 4& M>. iM! «e. » 



TO 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN 

Memorandum 

Mr. W. C. Sullivai^^ 

SL BjECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 

SECURITY MATTiH - COMMUNIST 



JIOUTE IN ENV^. 



1 - Mr, C. D. Detoa 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sulliv 
1 - Mr. A. Rosen 
DATE: 6/27/69 



JUNE 



FROM :G. C. Moorej 



1 

1 

1 

1 
1 



Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 




The Director stated that there should 
I discrimination relative to the dissemination of highly confidential 
^ material obtained from sensitive coverage such as telephone surveil- 
^ lances. The Director questioned our dissemination in 1964 of data 



1 



A 



as 





% 

■ir 



, regarding Martin Luther King, Jr. , to Carl T. Rowan, Director of the 
United States Infomatlon Agency (USIA) and to Dr. Leland J. Haworth 
Director of the National Science Foundation (NSF) , Reasons for such 
dissemination set forth below. "f^^ ^ 

The documents transmitted to Rowan and Haworth vei 
13 -page document captioned "Communism and the Negro Movement 
Current Analysis" £uid a 2-page document captioned^ "Martin Lu 
King, Jr., His Personal Conduct," Copies of these documents 
enclosed. Also enclosed Is one copy each of the three eever 
err --"vjoi niemoranda by which authorization was obtained for dissemina^w^w 
o-^-^vRowan and Haworth and one copy each of the letters %fhich traasntte 
' 1 the documents to Rowan and Haworth. "~" ^ 

— k-J UJ 

^ 'i;' Dissemination was made to Rowan as Director of USIA -since J; 
S - King's activities in the civil rights movem ent wer e receiving world^ 
{wide publicity. For instance when the 13-page document was sent tog 
lUSIA, King had been designated as the winner of the Nobel Peace J*ri^ 
and this award had international ramifications affecting the USIA i 
view of its role in propaganda Involviilg the U.S., It was felt that 
If USIA Icnew the true facts about King it would not further glorify 
this man or enhance his image on the international scene througji its 

Ifar reaching propaganda outlets. It Is normal for USIA to widely 
publicize U.S. citizens who receive international recognition and ve 
certainly did not want Kin^- to get such treatment.^, j ^/S — % i f 

^T.in<? REC42 ^^^-^fSseZr- <^#4c' 

As Indicated In tnfe -yntflosea manorandum Mr. Baumgardner 
to Mr. Sullivan WXII^t our di sseminatlon ,^/^§^wp^tl96ft-s Director 
K\of the NSF was based on Information received that the NSF had 
contacted the Southern Christian Leadership ^wrf ftxmtLc (flgHjC) for 
urpose of obtaining applicants for southern schools. The 

M 6 ■gt;Cl>C^<ii^sure8 - 9 ^^^ ^ERot 

issi^r 

4 6 - AUG 25 1969 ^ 



COtniNUiX - CVEX 



I COPY MAi; E rCE Jig. TOLSC N] 



jr>-.Y»-«fJ5i"*— » " 



Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 



SCLQ is organization vhich was founded by King and va van ted 
NSF to be fully aware of the communist influences at work in the 
SCI£ and the communist connections of King himself. 

Regarding dissemination of highly sensitive and 
confidential information, this has been discussed with Bureau 
Headquarters personnel handling dissemination of such data. 
The necessity for the closest scrutiny of this data has again 
been stressed to thea personnel to insure that this sensitive 
information receives carefully controlled dissemination limited 
to those officials and agencies having a need to receive such 
data. This matter will receive continuous attention. 

ACTION ; 

None. For Information. 




I 



0 



inSSTmrasoovERNM^UTE JN. ENVELOPE 

Memorandum 



in 

PROM 



Mr. V. C. Sullivan 



6. C. Hoore^ 



1 - Mr. C. D. 
1 - Mr. V, C. 
1 - Mr. T. E. 

DATE: 6/20/69 



0 



SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



i 



SECURITir MATTER • CGMMUNIST 



JUNE ' 

1 - Mr. G. C. 
X - Mr. C. D. 

Attn: Mr. 
X - Mr. C. E. 
1 - Mr. J. J. 



DeLoach 
Sullivan 
Bishop 



Moore 

firennan 

Rozamus 

Glass 

Dunn 




4- 



Pursuant to your instructions, information is set forth 

i below regarding requests made to f ormer A ttorne y General Ra msey 
Clatk for telephone surveillances on Martin Luther King, Jr. , or 
, his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

An article in the Washington Post dated 6/20/69 
Indicated that former Attorney General Ramsey Clark had stated 
that the FBI repeatedly requested hin to authorize a viretap on 
King while he, Claxk, was Attorney General. Claxi: reportedly 
stated that he had not granted any of these requests and he 
further indicated that the last of the requests came two days 
before King's murder. 

Wq_^ever ^ught Clark's authorizati on ffty f t?''T!T""** 
surveillance on Kind's resi,denc^ . On _l/2/ 68^ Clark's approval was 
rpqii^^i-prf for M ^'ff^gp^gnt gT'^^^'' ^ ?l\ the headquarters of the 
SCLC in Atlanta. G^ ^T-gtft. The §CLC is the organization which was 
founded by King. Clark denied authority for this telephone 



II 



- 



surveillance- on 1/ 3/68 . On 4/2/68 authorization was requested 



from Clark for telephone smveillances on the SCIC headquarters. 



in Atlanta, 



andjthe offjge of the SCLC in Washington. D. C - 



Authority for these _surveillances was denied by Clark in_ V- 
I kaemorandum to the Directo r dat:«i 1/17/^^^ In connection with 
the request to Clark on 4/2/68 as mentioned above, it is to 
be noted that this vaa dated two days prior to Klng*s murder 
on 4/4/68. ^ 
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For InfoxmatloQ.' 
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TO 



FROM 



Sl'BJECT: 



.1 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



1 



llotif— 



MR. DELOAC 



8. B« Donahoe 



5^ 



DATE: 6/24/69 

cc Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Gal« 
Hr. Sullivan 



Biuwp — 

C8»P«1 — 

CoB'oe 

Fmlx 



MARTIN LOTHER KING, JR. 



Pursuant to the Director** request, attached 
are Xerox copies of the folloving: 

1. HeeoranduD 7/16/63| froa C. A. Evans to Mr. Bel«oiit| 
regarding Foroer AG Kennedy's request for technical 
surveillance of King, and showing that Evans raised question 
of possible repercussions. 

2. Meaorandus of June (actually July) 25, 1963, froa Evans 

to Belmont, shoving withdrawal of request by Kennedy, based /? 
on Evans* prior admonitions. y 

3. Memorandum of 10/7/63, from the Director to the kttonej 
General, requesting authority for technical surveillance of /J 
King. Approval is indicated by signature of Robert F. Kennedy^ 
and the date 10/10/63. 

4. Memorandum of 9/20/63, to Director, from Assistant Attorney 
General Burke Marshall, regarding Marshall's conversations with 
King concerning O'Dell and Levison. 



Enclosures 



:CSB (4) 
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-'j.NnXt) STATES GOV 



Memorandum 




TO : J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 



date: September 20, 1963 




Burke 
Civil 



Marshall, Assistant 
Rights Division ^ 



Hunter pitts'0»Dell 



Attorney General 




^^has ycelates to your letterhead lueraor andum 
_ _^of September's to the Attorney General , relating to, 

• -^/iVHunter Pittas O'Dell and the related prior meraor anda,J_^ 

1^ - ^ appreciate your having sent copies of these to me. 

This matter had been brought to the attention , 

of Dr. King some time ago by me, but in accordance >ro'->-'''' 



£«*»•*■ — «t 

^ — w CO 





with conversations which the Attorney General 
had with Courtney Bvans, it was not felt to be wise 
in view of the sources of the Bureau's informa- 
tion to state that I knew O'Dell to be ^nder Comraunist/'^,^^^ 
Influence or control at any time. I did inform . 
Dr, King and two members of hi? organization -~ 
Reverend Andrei* Young and Reverend Wyatt Walker — 
some tir,ie ago that since 0*Del3 was believed by 



1^ 



"^y P^'^T'^^ ^ }i?-ve had OoTir^'^r^st" c'^t^'^^^'I'^oi 
association \v'ith their organization was not 
best interests of the organization. 



his 
the 



At that time, inconclusive steps were taken 
to remove 0*Dell, and his job with the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference was changed. In 
response to direct questions whether I had hard evidence 
of O'Dell's Communist connections, however, I replied 
that I was not xn a position to give any* 




Following further conversations with Mr. 
Hvans in June, however, I brought the matter to the 
attention of Dr, King very explicitly in my office 
on the rooming of June 22 prior to a scheduled meeting 
which Dr. King had with the President, This was 
one at the direction of the Attorney General, 
ater that morning both the Attorney General and 
he President separately strongly urged Dr, King 
hat there should be no further connection between 
0*Dell and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 





A 



SEP 25 Iyb3 





Dr* King stated that the connection would be 

ended. Thereafter, the Attorney General and I 
both received copies of the attached letter, dated 
July 3, 1963, from Dr. King to 0»Dell, 




I thought you sbould have this additional 
inf orr.r. tA'>n for yoiic file. 



cc: The Attorney Genexp.l 

The Deputy Attorney General 



. 0 . n ^.Icc..^ 

us, GEORGIA t| Southern Chri&tian Leadership Conference 

.^>vaiE 524-U78 ^ ^ * ^ 



.S.OU.^H AVE., N. t. 



MMtta LmImt Kiat lr., fntUtni 



Wywi Tm WaDur, Snraff w Otnetor 



July 3. 1963 



Attorney General Robert Kennedy 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25. D. C. 

Dear Mr. Kennedy: 

Dr. KiAjj asked me to Bend you the enclosed copy of 
a letter which he has ju»t eent io Mr. Jack O'Deil. 



Sincerely yours, 




ene 



(Misf) D. McDonald 
Secretary 



/ pr:ct. -* 




r. 'i 



.■■•1 



July a, 1?&3 



S 

hAr. Jr,ck H. O'Dell 
4Se St. f>!icbolns Avenue 

Naw York, Hew York 

D«>&r J»ek: 

Scvertl mcr.tSr, a?o you BuliTi-.iUed your r^sign^^tion. p^:ndi2-J3 eai 
ir.vettiiictlon of your eJlcg«.d affilifctioo vith, th«i Ccr.imuiiist 
party, \v&a supgected by an article lo this bflcci in tha 
B'irn.->i Till birr. R;id Nev/ Orlestni newrpf-pr- r a . W? u-vicept^d this 
tt .i-7j rcry . cf-^Ti^^ior. b»c.-.u!>c cf SCLC'» lirin pdicy tJi.-'. no 
Connmanijit cor Comrii».u\i5t synipftthir^ r ecu n<; 'ju oa.- ,: 
1a cur r»emb;:rMhip. Vi'e felt t^>»t U \vr«s intp>;^r;Ltlv« to condiicl 
Au Immediate InveatijjatJon. As you k-nr**-, wt c&i.duciid \.'h\t 
foit to ba ft ttisrough Inquiry Into the»e chrirge* and vvvre tii;s.bl« 
to discover any preeen: coaiiectlon» with ths Convmv.niet pf.rty on 
your part. 

The »lt>ialioA in our country is fuclK, ho*A'Cv»r, thAt «ny fcll'-alou 
to tl'ft ioft briars forth en emotloii^ti respone* vbich would scein 
to lnrficiL« that SCLC ftnd th?i Soutbctn FreecL-sjn MovamsAt a.r« 
Coaununifst inrpired. In th«ae crttie^J time* czr^ncX ^tf<*zd to 
risH o^ny 0u<:h Lmpre scions. W6, thftrafore, Kav9 ditclclod In cur 
AdmlnUtratlv- Committeft, that we tl^ould roqueci you Iw raa-ke 
your tamporcry resigns tlon ponud&«nt. 

W* certainly appreciate tho yo».ra of una«lfi«h » crvLce v/alcK you 
Kava put Into oui* Ntw York Office, tsxd rcgr#-t tli* ntceiftlty of 
your departure. Certainly, your* ic a algnlflcaiit etcrlfica com- 
m«uGurAtc with th« tufferin<;ft in jail and thtough loss of job* 
under racist intlmldzLtion. We ell pr^y for lh<^ day v-ban cur 
nation mey be truly tho l&nd o' th.*. free. 



Mr. O'DsU 
July i» 1963 
Page Two 



M^r aoi W,». you ^^orM^o «» in.plr. you In ih. ..rvle. of 
your follovmMi. 

Sincerely yours, 



Martin LuVhcr King. Jr. 



Km 



'OJ^ITEI> STATES GOVERN i.— NT 



Memorandum ^ 



Talwn - 
Bclnmt 



TO 



PROM 



Mr. Beln^ont/ 




date: JdSw 25, 1963 ^ , ttrz^ 



Caipcr _ 

Caliah » 

Evont 



Holaw* 

Gaa4y 




r .subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

■ . r 

'^he Attbrnay General orally informed me today that he had been 
considering the request he made on July 16, 1963, for a technical surveil- 
lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and was now of the 
opinion that this Avould be ill advised. 

At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a 
surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the 
productivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King 
travels most of the time and tliat there might be serious repercussions 
should it ever become Itnown the Government had instituted this coverage. 
These were the very thoughts that the Attorney General expressed today 
in withdrav/iiig his request. 

With reference to the other teclinical surveillance requested 
at the same time, namely, the one on Clarence Benjamin Jones, the 
Attorney General felt this was in a different category and we should go 
forward with this coverage. It is noted that this was previously approved 
in writing by the Attorney General. 

The memorandum we sent to the Attorney General on 
July 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been 
retrieved and is ati:ached. ( ft^i ^ oo ^ * «^ ^ 

* - : • ^Viy 

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: 

. , We will take no further action to effect technical coverage on 
Martin Luther King, either at his home or at his office at the Southern I 
Christian Leader sliip Conference, in the absence of a further request W v . 
from the Attorney General. . . V 



a I 



Enclosure 



A 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Rosen J J 
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UNITED STATES DEPAlTMENT OF . jSTICE 
FEDEllAL b'uUEAU OP INVESTIGATION 




la Jlg*?y. P'cose lltjcr 
flfcAi..lOO-aOoC^O 

• 100-3-1 





MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GEIIEHAL 
E;^ MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

s-EC'ORVn wATrKR co:.i;.njKiST 



TTASniKCTON SS,b. C.- 

October 7, 1963 



COJIMUNIST IllFLUElTCE IN 
RACIAL JJATfEHS 





Pi 



It is further requested that authority he granted 
to plac<? p. -J-echnical surveillance on the SCLC ofi5.ce at the . 
Current " raw York address or to any other acUIr ess to which 
it may t; itiovcd, ' 



■«' 



jGassWd by ^tl 
Date «K Oleclassiilca^an Indefii 



APPROVED 
DATE A:>//dA 





Respectfully , . 



(V 

Edsaa\j3»9.0^ver ; 
DirectOi^%il2 ' 



ENCLOSURlil^ 



/ 



ZZ.'Z^Z^^ 



^■^^■^ O 

» NOV 7 13$3 



tiri4MM 'OU> KO 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMr.NT- 

Memorandum 

MR. BELUON'^V^ 



S|l 

ROUT 



JIN EiM v^jELOP^'^? 



J U M ii 



TO 



date: 7/16/63 



cc 



PIUM 



C. A. 



Evans/ 



Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 



Belnoat 

Sullivan 

Evans 



subject: 



COLIMUNIST INFLUENCE 
RACIAL. MATTSnS 



IN 





01 

. The AG<^as contacted at his request late this 

jaftei'nooa. He said that Clarence Benjamin Jones, 
\a NY attorney who has had close association with 
iMartln Luther King, and with Stanley Levinson 
I (a conGeaied communist) . had been in to see Burke 
lllarshall aboiit' the racial situation. According to 
the AG J Jones had indicated he had sorae reserva- 
tions' about talking with Levinson on the phone. 
Uarshall thought he might haye been referring to a 
possible telephone tap, and passed it off by telling 
Jones 'this was something he w^uld have to take up^p/ 
■with Levinson. ^(^iS'^^tii"/') 

■ '^le purp-.j-o of the AG's conla^ct was that thin 
broii^;.ht to his attention the possibility of effect- 
ing technical coverage on both Jones and Martin 
Luther King. I tbld the AG that I was not at all 
acquainted with Jones, but that, in so far as King vas 
concerned, it was obvious from the reports that he 
was in a travel status practically all the timet 
it was, therefore, doubtful that a technical surveillance 
on his office or home would be very productive. I also 
i-^rBlsed the question as to the rex>er cuss ions if it 11^ 
should ever become known that such a surveillance-h^^ 
been put on King. REC- 9 /J^^ 3 //6- Mi 

'■ ''Zu jj^O'X'^' I.J * 3 /JOL 311963 

The AG said this did jiot concern him at all; 

that' in view of the possible communist influence iiL.« „ 

the*^ racial situation, he thought it advisable to 

have as complete coverage as possible. I^.told him, 

uijder the circumstances, that we would check into the- j-^ 

matter to see if coverage was feasible and, if so. II 

would submit an appropriate recommendation to taimi ^ 



II: 



11 



made 

security. 



If you 

tqj'soe 
. 'i 



approve, ' toe will have 
i^ technical _coveragjB 



a preliminary surve 
is feasible with ful 




5^ A ^^^^^^^ 



1M« W*! l»i m M- 



UNITSDSTATXSCOVERNMEJJQIjrpg JJ^ ENVELOPE ^'^^^ 



"0 

1 - A. 



10 



moM 



SUajECT: 



Memorandum 



Mr. t. C. Sullivan' 



0. C. Moor* 




1 - Mr. C. D, DeLoach 
1 • Mr. W.C. Sulliv&a 

DATE: 6/21/69 




o 



T*i*. Ro 

Mr. Roz&BUSj 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 



1 - Mr. T. B. Bishop 

1 - C. D. Brennan 
(Attn; 

1 - Mr. G. C. Mooro A 

1 - C. E. Glass ^JKl;>ie^- 

1 - J. Jf. Dunn XV. -^v*^ 



I 



as two days befors King's aurder. 



Pursuant to joiir. instructions, inf oraation is set 
forth belov regarding the claia nade by f oraer Attor ney General 
Ramseyj[<:iark that the PHI had sought permission to resume a 
.telephone surveillance on Martin Luther King, Jr. as late 




g9^itrti± nar^«s authorization for a 



il We never 

y(.t^fp^»"g wiifve^llance o n Kine's r esidence. King was murdered 
on 4/4/68. On ,43/68 a memorandum dated 4/2/68 (copy attached) 
was s ent to ci^ark,^ requesting^ autnorization for telephone , 
suryVtXl|ahe^a on tt^e headquarters of tne southern 



el££tLSne /I 
n Christl aa. J/ 
, and at the.A^ 

0 



Leadership Con^firj pce TSCLC^ in Atlant a. t^ars\^^ ___ 

OTiice of the SCLC in Washln f ^Ion. D, Q , The SCLC is the r 
organisation" which was founded by King. Authority for these 
surveillances was denied by Clark in a memorandum ^o the. 
Director datad (c opy attached with SCLC listed on 

ps^e three) « 

Tlie aboye~mentioned request for a telephony 
surveillanc e dlTthe feeaaquarters oi the sGLC in Atlanta was 
tHe a e eona >equesi made io TiUrk : On l/'2/(;B " tf!Lark's 'a95'roval 
had been sought _f or a telephone, surveillance on SCLC heag . - 



yuarters and Clark^ denied authority for this telephony 



surveillance Sn" 



The fa 



set fort 



i^Texepnon^ / / 



forth above clearly show that we 

I / Myfr** l fi«ght.J>e rm^ qp i 9 »]| , from g^ark for a telephone surveillancs- 

I I on King '^s residence. ^rT^^t^t^^yr^ /k>uj^^^^ 



Inelosures (3) 
100-106670 



Information. 




to AUG 15 1969 



CO 



nCKR lUXKUX Am 




.pt* 



1 1 jMfc i iB wJ>ww^ L «g>i i wrt ^ ir .4wr * J 'i . ^iTr-fl""^'*' — ■■- 



;vl - Ite.. Ddx>ech . 





B/ letter dated January 2^ 1968, authority .vas 
r^^^. requested to Iti^titute a telephone suxv6illance on the > 
'o t; national headqriarters of the Southetn Christian Leadetship "^^' .^ :\ 
Conference, 330 Abbum. Avenue, H,E, , Atlanta, Georgia, I:!^? 
S jl b^cause Its President, Martin Luther King, Jr,i had • \ .^^r^ ' 
uS ^1 publicly ann otaiced'he vould l ead a ma ss ive civ tinggsbbe- Vt^^ 
" dlen<» in^he nation's^ Capital in the Spring ortSfiBS. AtV^cV'' 
that tiiie 'it "iias ppinteff oulffHat" these" iB^ssive"**dea»M ti«tip^ J f 
could trigger riots, * ^ ' - \ • x^fiV V'^^ --^^^^--K 



-y* ''"^'j;-. - By letter dated January 3, 1968, 'you declined* . 

authorization of this installation because, "There has not '"'- •"■'^ 



been an adet^uate desaonst^r^tJion^Lf^ 
national security," 




•In view of the recent developments in~Meiaphi8,J 




■ 'i'-^tii*' -' 

^1 Tennessee, where King led a march that ended in a riot, it l83;.-< 

1 reasonable to assume the sai2« Uiing could happen latere "diis 
nonth vhen King brings Ms "Poor People's Iferch" ^^X^j 
to Washington, D. C. ^ \L</ • , . >^:^^^:'^^ 

' King, the dlay after tile idsj^s riot, 
V conference vith his princix>al adviser and long- ti 

Obqemnist Party beniber/ Stanley ley^ obncemin^ the 
' cnrent^^bf the preceding day. '\Kins stated he vas considering 
qillli^ off the Washington, mbrch, Levison advised bin to 
his plans for the ilashin^^^h. raarcH, It^'^'^'x^.^, 
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KBiOSANIUM POS THE ATTORN EX GESJESAL ■ . >" ^ 
RE: C0i2misrs I>1?ILTPATIC£I -^^^^^^ 
> ■ SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEAD25SHIP CONFERQJCE 



. ■ -I.' 



0; 



Despite this violcsncs In Manphls, Levlson and . r 
King ere conttmilng their, plans for this m&sslve civil ^ - \;,Vr**;>- - 
dlsobedi^nca to start the latter pert of April. 196^, In "^r ' • 
; Washington, D. C, i'. . . . , IA- V- ' 

- - : " In view of the internal security aspect Involved, 

of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference at Its , .; ^V^*^^^^ J 
natlon&l headquarters at the above-listed address and also : : : t 
at its local headquarters, 1401 U Street, N.W., Washington, D. C, 

80 that* we can keep 'apprised of the strategy and plans of [/, . 

1 this group.*---.; . v::v i.: :l\v =^--i^^;"-';.t : vV;:--,.^-^^-^.: V;^-:. ;V-; --^ • 

'i:-r--v;^:.-. Jj-Vv-::;^^" ;ver>r truly .,your6^-;-V^;;-.;.,^;;r^^ ■ ■■ 



■ ' .John Edgar Hoover ■ .- a:..- j 




MOTE: 



Classified "Secret*' sliice it concerns technical 



. " surveillance, the unauthorized .disclosure of vhlch could . » ^ 
" . result In serious damage to the Bureau security; coverage .- ; 
^i!^J'Jt^.'t^^ to the detriment of national security,' --^r*' ^^L"^ V^-'-'^:'-^^^ 

•CJ '^^ir-- " reccsnmends' the installation of a ' • ^. 

^fr>J-^*;^teilephone surveillance, dn SCLC*8 headquarters in Atlanta, • 
Georgia, and Washington^ D. C. ,. for intelligence-type data 



<4it:^ 'i^.r concerning King* s plans for massive civil disobedience In '^ 7 
■t"*^! the nation's eapit^l in the Spring of 1968. ■ "^^^.'i^rt^'*^'^.'-^^' 



.."^•^ li^" '^^^ roemoranduin G, C, Moore to Mr. W. C.'Sulllvan ' . 

^ ' . s caption, dated 3/29/68 prepared by KM:dsm. 



£-.1. -v^^-i 




* - 



« 



Pi 

■Si- 



it 



4 





■.-■'C-^ ■•rT^^^I^^^^^^^ liclcd bolow rc'suostin^ eppyoval o£ wiretaps :V 

curv5lll-acc3 trbich I has« r.ot hcrotofora ap-jrovod aro^^' " 
^ -i^ ■^:C^>-J^'^^^Z rettiUruftd at Ihla tlfna (clanlcd. For a num^or oX I'caeoas I h&v« ■ ; ' ' 
-"ixV.;;:;:^^^^^^^ any of t'raui have Tjssr cuTncIeRtly juftiriod by tl:e evtcleneb -. 

/■\^r^_ y'-: ')^rci&OTdi!t^* *xcx3 Co^s n'A, of coixrse, prcjdtce tV.slr rcsubmlaston/ 
;^ . r . -V- > If acloUioup.l cvicloacc su^pci'tlog ths request lo proccnted, or tl:^ir 
■y- review \>y fL sirbraciisnt fcdnlDi3ti*c,ti&a. 






1 ^^'r^^^:^^ 



©JCLOSDRB.- V 

^4 r — 



46^ JftN %Z W V 




■ ' , -'-"'-.••'•J < -,'13 






y.rr|-'^f /"^ _ » ■ 



■'<?-".-''" .'5-' 



mlttse 



- / "O-^r^^^- l^^^fii ■ 






giTSouttiar^ C^riafea I^gdovcbl^ Co;.f.ron c; 
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UNiTCD"^ATESGOVERNk«0UTJE IN ENVJSLOPP 

Memorandum * ■ 



DvLo 



Blibo* . 



TO 



FKOM 



MR. V. C. SIIU.IV, 




MR. G. C. MOORE 

SUVECT: MARTIM LUTHER KING. JR. 

SSCURIIT MATTER - COHMUNIST 



1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
I - Mr. Bishop 
DATE: June 19, 

1 - Mr. G. C« Moore 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brttinan 
(Attention: 
Mr. Rozanus) 
1 - Mr. Glass 
I - Mr. Dunn 



Colleiia 



1969 
ore 






yKi;.' 



Pursxiant to your instructions, information is set forth 
^lov r^ardlng knowledge hy former Attorney General Nicholas de £>, 
ttenbach of electronic covefagst on Martin iuther~~ King, Jr. 



Although we have no specific data in our files ahowing 
that Katsehbach authorised a telephone surveillance on King 
himself, t;here is ample j iifQinntf nn f^t^r^ng Kj^t«;?"^^*ch Tm? ifml \ 
a gare of our, electr onic cQV «*r*e* q«T K^ng MVi <^r.g«.»i4 ow , 
.the Sou them Christian Leade r ship C <»ifer<g>ce ( SCLC) . 4tt ached I s^ 
a copy of a Memorandum dated 10/27/65 ( initialed by Kfttzenbac h 
the upper right hand comer) s howin^ n we had a telephone survei li 
lance ^|n_Ring *s o rgani£atic p| the S CLC. Also attached Is a copy / 
ot a memorandum 12/1/65 to the Attorney General regarding electronic 
coverage on King at the |f^ritfln » Hotel in N ew York City- In 
response to this 12/1/65 memorandum, there is attached a copy of 

a note from g flt-fnfcm<*h »ti^ mTTCtO** f^P r^l, "QfcwHgga^Yi ti^^** 

^g_ gtf^ticularly delicate •urveillance 8_ a nd w e ahouldjte very 
^mticusj^^l^^rms ri the non-FBI people who m^r~TrM time to time 
necesaarily be involved in some aspect of installation.** CI! 

Copies are attdtfked of nine memoranda to the Attorney 
General dated 10/20/64, 10/22/64, 11/3/64, 11/6/64, 11/12/64, 
11/23/64, 12/17/64, 12/31/64, and 2/23/65. These set forth for 
Katzoibadi** informatica valuable data developed on King. Hie 
d^ta involved was derived firpn electronic coverage on King. and the 
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or information. 
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.r.Win»il«,-..i*i. 



RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C, D.C) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

. SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL 

• * . . V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, EX AL (U.S.D.C, D.C.) 

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

VfitDX Co^iJUmrecoTded serial dated ^^^^/fixxUed from this file 
'under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., ^jQd sent to National Archives. 
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL, 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SC] 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

Ttewww— teta • 1 1 I d pulled from this lile /^'^^^^ ^ 

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., r;iid sent to National Archives. 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D,C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCI 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-U86 





"^•■■■••■^siaMHrtB&iBi pulled from this file /c^ • /C^^^O '3t 

tinder court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., 'jQd sent to National Archives. 
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RE: • BERNARD S . LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SC 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C,, D.C,) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

-^mmmmin^mmitriBmimif pulled from this file too- /0A^7C -S6S^ 

tmder court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr. , \nA sent to National Archives. 



RE: BERNARDS. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 



SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C, D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-U86 



IMmpriKKtaMMI* palled from this f Ue - /O&WO - ^ 0 

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., ^jQd sent to National Archives. 



RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLi 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

• . * • . • 

LIJJI UL , ^41 I L?iM9m pulled from this file f&^'/O^Ul^ ' St,S\ 

ander court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., %Qd sent to National Archives. 



RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.Cy D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL< 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76.U86 



Ifc^KOHfflEBBaiWhrtwi^ pulled from this file 

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., ^jod sent to National Archives. 
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DEPAR 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF IWV^ESTIC ATION 



ffl'JVi' (IS) 100-442529 



WASHlHCTOlf, lk.G. 105SS 






October VI t 



liEIK)aAin)UU IXffil THE ATTORNEY GEMERAL 



1965 



RE: 



COUMUNIST INFLUENCE IN^ 
'RACIAXTMATTERS""* 



f 



A technical surveillance was Instituted on the 
headquarters oi the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
330 Auburn Avenue, Ifortheast, Atlanta, Georgiai on November 8, 
1963. The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is a (Jtl#» 
racial-type organisation headed by Uartin Luther King, Jr.' 

This technical surveillance has provided considerable 
valuable intelligence information concerning comnunlst influence 
on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference through King, as 
veil as the communist influence evident in the outspoken position 
Thich King has taken in opposition to the United States foreign /. 
policy concerning Vietnan. Scire examples include the following:^- 

Information has been furnished relating to contacts 
betvrcen King and individuals with conraunist backgrounds such as 
Stanley David Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin, Clarence 
Jones and Randolph T. Blackwell, This information indicates the 
extent of the influence being exerted on King by these individuals 
with present and former communist backgrounds. Information thus 
obtained reveals the part these individuals play in important 
policy-making decisions of King relative to his organization; 
assistance which they render King in bis writings and speeches 
concerning racial matters; and the advice and counsel they give 
King in his declarations concerning United States foreign policy. 



Unless you instruct to the contrary, this technical 
surveillance will be continued for &n additional six months 



lUaector 




ax f 



Respectfully, 

: JWfiiJi Hoover / /; ^ - Y V^- '-^ / 
• ,f f ^ -- >■■■ ^ ' 

6 NOV 6 BBS 




6 N0Y15 '3C 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OP 1N*VESTIGATI0N 



Im Reply, Plmue Rejtr U 

tfkK^ (IS) 100-106670 



^ ] 



.'sir- 

■i ' ■ 
■ t 



■si- 



WASHIMGTON, D.C. 20SSS 

December 1, 1965 



HEHORAKDUU FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
RE: UARTIN LUTHER KING, JRr 



This Bureau's Investigation of the communist 
Influence in racial matters has developed considerable infor- 
mation indicating the Influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr«, 
head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference » by . 
individuals "with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David 
Levison, Harry Vachtel, Bayard Rustin and others. From time 
to time. King meets vlth these individuals and coverage of 
these meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of 
evidence of the Influences upon King as well as information 
concerning the tactics and plans of King and his organisation 
in the civil, rights movement. .The coverage of these meetings 
also has developed information" concerning King^s involvements 
in the Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently take 
place in hotel rooms in Kev Tork City. 



menxj 



On November 29, 1965, Information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of November 29, 1965, at the 
Americana Hotel, 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. 
We also had information that King planned to meet with his 
advisors while in New York City, November 29-30, 1965. 
Because of the importance of the meeting and the urgency of 
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected November 29, 
1965, on King In Rooms 3609-3611, Americana Hotel, New York City. 
This sxzrve 11 lance involved trespass and was discontinued oi^ i _ 
November 30, 1965, v-^— 



Exeinpl 




Respectfully, 

rphn Edgar Hoover 
DiiceS^or ej^REC-I 



fl.ufteuat -t». 

dawntjiaJlufe, f ndj> 6 
duclujjalflLaliiMa 



JAN 10 1968 
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V;. 



^ho Actios Attonaey Gener*! 



I - Z!r. Belmont 
I - Mr. l!ohr 
[ - VSx, DeLoach 
". - Kr. E7ans 
1 - Ur« Rosen 
1 - Hr. Sullivait 
1 - J» F. Bland 




^1 i^i^ 




A ccsf idiKitlal courco ol this I^e&a vho bas 
sislied reli&bls IcforaatSoa Ss t!w past cappliod tba 
follo^inS Iziforastion coacomlns a contact bot\?oca \JL^ 
Hart Is Ziither Eiog;, J!r*« azni Cl&rezkoa Janes cn Vovoc^iies 4, lDG-1. 



Jones said tbat ncrt tbat the eloctloa £s over 
tlicy should thiak about ^!iat £ora "c£ etrcssl^ tho? cliould 

add^jag that bs had I>C93 dlscss3iS3 It rlth "cur frigid.* 
Jones said tltat bo had board rvn^ora £rc2 rcopoosiLlo Deoosratlc 
pooplo In Kgv YoxIs that E:in3 cay bo offered aa official role 
In the Adoinistratlon. Joacs told King that Elss should 
thinJs aI?ont this and that Kirs cast traasieto his noral 
irvCIuence Into political noucr. £ins replied that ho voald 
thiai about tho laattsry taking into consideration "tho 
lioveaeat and cry personal coal," Jcaoc alro told Sins that 
Sins shoold thl^ about vhat rolo "oar friend*' can play In 
this period, ooaasatics that **our friend** had boon bolpful 
and has abided by tho "decisions." Jones osprcosod tho belief 
that 'V>ur friend" should bo given soco rolo Inassmcfa as *^0e*re 
not in tho cane situation as yo t7cro trlth Ecar:oc!y Adiinir:tr:: 
tlon.** Jones also roferrod to the fact that tba Civil Bights 
Dili Is now tho lav, Elas replied *txoodf aftor tho oloction fi^ 
new situation,* 




f (jX 100-106670 (Kins) 

. . t 53 mntST^"^ 

^ ^ .-SEE .N0T5, PAfiS.TWOi I 




ilk ' 



The Actia^; Attorney Genosral 



V- jt^; . . . 



This information is also beins furnished to the " 
Bozsoreble Bill Uoycrsy Special Assistant to the President* 



1 The Deputy Attorney General 
1 



1 « 



Ur* Bnrke Uarshall 
Assistant Attorney General 

ar. J. Valter Tea^ley 
Assistant Attorney General 




lasslf led "S 
, are highly 




:et" as sources utilized, such as 
_ _ iltive ones pertaining to the 

racial situation. They are of cent inning value and the 
unauthorized disclosure of this information could affect 
their security and thus possibly be injurious to the . 
national defense* Information taken froa Nev York teletype 
11/5/64 ' v.. • ■ '-: ' 
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.1 
1 
I 
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Bolsaoat 
DcLoaeh 



1 — Bland - 

1 - B atggrard aer 




7Lo ActiKt; Attorney Ctiacral 

' • • , - * ■ ■ ■-. 

-» ■ * ' * 

tlYoctor« rax . ' . .: 



tvi;:ie? Prlso i« to tJi?is rXa-o icccdLcr 10, Z9G4t 

t^(:\Tc.:a Sli^i; uid r-rlno Iiir^ster S£voX(« 4ril&») of £nf?lim<l to 
tiiiQ place ia LondDii, tc^iaii^i, Lccc:2bt>r G cr 7, 13ii4, fend 
^^1.-^8 for liOZiCMri::^ £icj ia a<*c7 Yorfe Citj u^sn ids retur:^A< 

tTiiis la^cr;s2tioa is dto bcla? f cncitc^ed to tJze : 
SasZ^aur* .. . . - 



1 « Ttc £>G:?uty attorney Ccaoral (Zsclosucc) 



Aszlst£*it KXXtxsVisri CcaoriO. 



X - I-V. I^usl^e Titian (Enclosure) 
Ac^sirtifisS Attofscy GcijeroX 

10D-442529^'(CIIia) 






(SSB IKXTE PAGE TITO) 




7 9 NOV 171954 




^^^^ 



Tbo Actlcj; Attorney General 



KOTBi 



' See oQcorazKluia Baito^ardaor to Sullivan » dated SLA 0/64^ 
captioned "H3^>Lq Luther Klng» Jra» SZI «• Cf ** prepared by srP:Jad« 

et" as tbe enclosure is so classified and also 
ion coQtaiccd in this transnzitt&l letter Is froa 



Clar.sified " 
because infoy 



highly sensitive soiirccs. The dloolosuro o£ this infonution could 
rc-veol the cource*s identity and thus possibly be injuriooa to the 
national defense. IL 



ft 



^-7 



■•■■2 ' 




i» fc,«l-tH l h iii W ,,»ii tirwrir i j» 



t 



- rj_r i'" w^iiji mil iiUlitf 'ii 



• 1 . 



t ^1 Mr, Mohr 
. w ifir, DeLoach 
1 -> Ur. Rosen 
1 - Br, Evans - . - 

•1 - Hr. Sullivan " 
1 - J. P. Bland l-Lialsoi 
1 - P» 




. lUBTXH UrCBSfi SZHCI. JB« 



Confidential sources of this Bureau vho Iiave 
furnished rellsblo inforaation in the past have eupplied 
thQ f ollocrins infornatlca concemlnj plans beins stade by 
Kartin Lr.-tlier Eirsf, JJr«, atd his assoclctss concemins 
&in<;*s receipt of the Kobel Peace Prize «hi(& is to talie 
pXaoe TJoc&ah&r 10, lBQ4g at OslOf fibrsray* . r - 



On Sbvesber 3, 1904, Bayard 2c3tin contacted 
the secretary of Dr. Balpli Boncbe, Undersecretary for 
Special Political Affairs, United Nations (UlO« Hustia 
stated thnt he vas specki^ ca behalf of Hart Is laif j*?? 
Kins, Jr., and requostod to see Bcnche r^crdlag the^eceij 
of the ]^l>el Beaoe Arize by Sisg. 



le receipt 



Subsequently on K&7eBS>0t S, 19^, Bustin conferred 
vith XXtncho end told bla that tzpoa King 'a r«rtum to 
Hera York City, after receiving the ITohel Prize, there ia 'J 
to bo a velcccln^ affair at either a larse dinner nt a ^ ' 
hotel or an ectivity et Cameirio Eall. . Bcstin told Banchcr 
that Kirg vanted to Isnov whether Buncbe would be ps'epared " 
to bo chairoan of the velcocinip coaaittee vhich vill inclode 
eiril rights leaders and **a nunber of key liberals.** Bunche 
said that he vould be glad to be cbalraan, but that be voold 
hare to be ixf orced as to the others vho vlll be on the - , 
cormittee eiaco th«re are soae people vith vhon be vill abt 
rerk. Bucche told Bustin that he had sent a letter to SCius 
Ad7isins £lBS that the Secretory General of tho UH vaa . 
hoping that ZSxz vould visit tho VS npoa bis return. Bostia 
told Eunche that he vonld personally cect vith Bunche lat^ 
and go over the details relative to Sins visitixsg the PH. 
Bustin ali30 told Bnacho that tea Isritstion bad been estended 
by the President of ^nail to have Eins visit Bra:sil on bis 
vray back to the United States* Bustin stated that be felt 
that this xms not vise due to eertaia aspects of the rcglne 
in p09cr ia Brazil and Inquired as to vhat Bunche's thoughts - - 
v^e oa this Btatter. Bunche agreed that it vas aot a vcry^ /..x 
good Idea for King to visit Brazil at this tise. ^^f^^F ^ 




100-106670 - 
100-442529 



yi a'ltfiiaatte 




Exempt 
Ait* of 



dtn!.l>LJJif icat ai 



SEE HOTB 
PAGE FIVE. 




BBS liAETlK LUTEER KIKG, 4B, ~ V - 

On Kovenber 3, 1964, Biistin vaa in contact vi'th - 
gfty fw VnQhtAi €onc@?£ilos i^ns — f^tuFn to tbe United States 
Iroa 17orvaj. Bustln stated that Sing is considering laaking 
a speech at Carnegie Ball and selling tickets for the 
affair, the ainirun price to be $100. Ilachtel said that" 
lUng has inquired about the possibility that President Lyndon B. 
Johnson Aight attend such an affair, but that the President 
vould not give an answer until after the election. According 
to TTachtel, Lee Ihite, a Vbite Bouse side, has stated 
relative to the President's attendance **the answer is not 
no.** Vhite has indicated that if the President could . 
not attend, the President vould send the Vico President 
in his place, fostin indicated that a cocktail partj vo^ld 
be held before the Carnegie Ball address by King 



party voul 



Bustin and Vaehtel 
assist in the arracgetients. Waehtel stated that Saul Mills 
had handled the arranjements for a concert for "us" and 
had i&ade $45,000 for 'Ms.*' According to tfachtel. Bills is 
interested in the King affair and has submitted a neiaorandua 
of ideas on the subject. Bustin and Waehtel agreed to Meet 
vith Hills to discuss the natter. Waehtel stated that he 
vould send Rustin a copy of the neDorandun by Hills and in 
reference thereto Vachtel said that be thought the plans 
In the Beaorandum were too aabitious for they included aii^ . . 
address by King before Congress and a ticker tape parade^ (iLj 

-- Waehtel told Bustin that he is handling the 
details concerning King's trip to Horvay and has spoken^^ ^^^^ 
to the KOrvegian ^bassador. . i ' ■ , , A i^V \ 

Bustin then informed Waehtel that King desires to 
have fir. Bunche and some vhite person to act as cochairsen 
the affair selcooing King back to the United States « but 
that Bunche illl not accept until he knoxrs who the vhite 
person vill be. Bustin indicated that he had considered. . 
faaTing Senators Robert Kennedy and Jacob Javits as cocbalmen 
so that there vould be a nonpartisan elenent present. Bustin 
stated that after due consideration he thought it vould ~' ' 
probably be best to just have Bunche as chainsan and have 
s subcoea&ittee assisting him. Waehtel agreed vith this idea. 
Bustin also inforaed Waehtel that King had been invited by w / 
^ the President of Brazil to visit that countrv. but that King4( / U 



i. 



sliQttlil telX the Brazilltm President that vhlle hb votad- 
113^0 to Tls'lt thnt coimtxy^ ho ^ilX bo muilile to do eo oa 
his 2%tui*!& trip £2^011 Kcr^ay £jid ^suld fco uii^lo to vlclt 
Brassll until after tho bosinninj of the ncm year* yf ^14) 

to Korocibcr 7, 10G4| \!acJitol contacted Bvsstla . . 
eoncemlns tho plans for xsoiconii^s Kins bac2c to tho 
United States and ^aciitel etstod that be had ©pj>!KJn to . 
tho ^ite Ecn:^o end "tho Kriiiiicdj' f2ront** rsi^pjrdirs this ' 
Batter. t?aciitel edd thiit ho hu3 Iiouia of tho 

Dcniocratlo ly^tional Cosnalttee "lined ttp»" It Is Wachtol*e ■ 
feetief tliot PrssidDJit Jo5niS03i ^IIX co:ne to K2rs TorU Glty# 
Wachtel etcted that he Is valtin^* to hear £rosi Senator Eohert 
Xeofio^ In this natter as veil. ^ ^\xj 

S ■ l?achtcl instructed Rust is to speak vlth Cr* Bunaho 
end toll hin that 11 the tTH care a luacheon for King, It . 
vould be better if held after dnj*s rctia*n to the 
Ihiitcd Bt&tesp but that the final decision is bci&s left to 
the mr people* tfachtel ev^nrcsted that if the Xni affair 
vns held hefara g<r.g *ni departure f 01* ^o™2yp Secefaber A$ 
XOC-Im vould be a good date because it is ;}u»t aft^ the 
opcnins of tho General A^sssbly at the TJS end there «ill 
be nany xnroal^cnt people there, ^achtel noted the possibility 
of Leonid X. XSrcsh^ev^ First Secrctsryt Ccnnunlct Party of 
the Soviet Vnton. and Sirsno Kisuat^t J^resideat of Ghana, being 
at the Uiy. ^achtol os2ied "Cra yon i?a£:;ino Brcahnev eiibraclas 
Martin like Shrusbchev did Castro?" Bvstin replied in the 
fif f IraatlTe. 



Va^tel stated that so plans I9ill be nado for k 
ticber tape parade Sot Sing until an ansvor is received 
froa President Joh::2on« According to laachtely Louis ilsrtia 
of the Denocratic X!ationi3l CoBiiittoe should be given 
Boaethlng to do *'oven if it is just soiling ticl^ets**' 
Austin mentioned the pt^slble use of cratory and stated 
it Tonld be necessary to contact Gov&mor Kelson Eoc^^efcller 
of Xwov York vho ia vacationing In 6pala« Vachtel indicated 
that this could be done later by tele£.hcno since there vill 
be additional ideas for the Gcvercax*s participation* 
Somarislng, Fachtol aentionod that Kayor Tvobcrt l^agner of 
Ifov York City could havo the ticker tape rsrade; U Thr.ntf 
Secretary General y V^g could harre the dinner for Eisg: &ud 
Governor Rockefeller could hsve the reception for King* 



• 3 • 
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' . • RE: KARTIH LUTHER KIKG. J», ' • 

- ^ ■ ^ ■ . . ■ -^-"X ^^^^'■ 

, ; * " On rovenber 7, 19S4, Rustin was In coatsct with 

Kins aod ccstloced tbat ho Is beginning the draft ol the . 
% Bajor speech which Kins Is to deliver and that King can -. ^ 

Peggy CufX, 8 resident of London , England, who Is Executive 
^y-:. Director of the Canpalgn for Kuelear Disarmament. - Bustia 

Ij^^ . , told her that King vlll be In London on December 6 and 7, 1964, 

^ ■ ' and that Austin tTanted to know If Ettrold Tllson, Prlae 

l\ mnlster.of England, would be prepared to receive King. 

l^JLlf Indicated that she would cboch Into this. Bustln 
said that It should not appear as thou<;h this was King's 
idea and that it was preferred that Vllsoo announce that 

Duff as to lActher there is a group of '"peace-alnded people** 
P- in London idto would work to raise noney for **our work in 

^' UissiGslppl«** Duff replied In the afflrxaatlTe and 2Uistln 

£^ ei^Ialned that the reason for raising funds is that "we** : " 

are sooe $2,000,000 "In the hole on the Ulsslsslppl --.-r ^ ■ 
W('^ ' " business** and tbat there are about 17 churches which have 

m to be rebuilt « Bustln suggested that arrangenents Bilght 

4. be vade to have the London Eobassy of soxse African nation^ . v 

< have a reeeptios for King idille he is thers. , -fC ^iX,j 

- On Hoveaber 9, 1964, Rust in told an associate 

cf- tbat he was departing for London on Novestber 11, 1964, for 

C'v^. ' the purpose of clarifying a_confuslon which has developed 

' surrounding King's trip to surope in December, 1964. Ute - 

confucion arises froa the fact that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury desires to receive King, but has been opposed 
t ' by certain elements since King is a Baptist. Bustln also 

indicated that while in London he is going to deterraine 
whether or sot King will be. able to Beet with Priae tSlnlsl 
- IH.l8on. • \ : 



Bayard Bustln is a frequent advisor to King and 

■is a former sctaber of the Toung CoESiunlBt League, an crgaulzatlou 
which has been designated as subversive pursuant to Executive (Jl/ 
Order X0450. . ; . - . I .: ; , . ^ 

- Barry VachteX', also a frequent advisor to King, 

is the Executive Vice President of the Gandhi Society, for 

V Buzaan Eights, a fund*ralslng adjunct of the Southern 

' Christian Leadership Conference, vfalch Conlerence is_ 



tU' naA 'iiaiWiBiiitii I 



f ^^^^ a*' 
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BBS KfiSTlN LOTBER ESSQ* ^« 




Sanl lIULs vs3 a skater of tha Cocznuiist Party, 
USA <turii^ tli« poriod 1038 to 1947* '6^! ' 



. ^C^gsified "Secret" as lauch of the informatlon;- 
Is froal^^^^^H a highly sensitive source, relftting ' . 
to tho jracff^^Wrotion. The unauthorized dlscloswe of. - ...^ 
this Information could endanger the source's security and ^^^C 
ippssibly do injury to the defense interests of the nation. / 



'IT* 1 ' I.- ^ - - -^r- - 



, . -. . , ... ^-.riv ■ - < 
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MA MM. M. «a. IT 



UNITED STATES GOVERN 

mEOUTE 
^Mfmorandum 

SULLIVAH 



n. V. c. 



: 

I . Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

DATE: 



o.^ ?LOPE 

D«Lo&ctl ^ 

Bishop^ 
June 9, W9 




Cenrgs 



«Uit|ECT: 



MR. «• C. MOORE) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 
8BCURITT MATTER - COMMUNIST 



I Ttolt.t 



Mr. G. C. Moor* 
Mr. C. D. Brenaao 
(Attention: Mr. 

ROSMHIS) 

1 . Mr. Glass ^ 



T«l«. Rom . 

MekM 

Soadr 





Pursuant to your request the folloving tacts concerninc 
electronic surveillances on Martin Luther King. Jr., and the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), and former 
Attorney General Raasey Clark*s knowledge of these surveillances 
are set forth. 

A ylrgV^P installed at King's address in Atlanta, 
^Georgia, on ll./8/^^ and was discontinued 4/30/65 when he soved . 
''It Wia ^8t reins tituted at_his new address . iPormer k\.\o fh^yf ' 
GenerarTt6b6ift Kfe nnedy approvedl this 10/l<i/6^ . In addition. _on 
' ^"""^ ^ autho rj-zation . wiretaps on King were instituted 

in Los A 



U the 'l^t^BousT 



Motel 



ngeles (4/24-26/64 and 7/?~976 i? 
tesporary, address . 8/l4^ 



"eft 




^ I at ilaBt 72 street p New Tork v^At-y. v<jipor*x-T_ »uurgja» , o, 
9/8Z iil; and the Claridge Hotel. Atlantic City. New Jersey 
^ NRI (8/22«27/64i . These w ere discontinued when U ng left this 
a JSs^MdressesT ^ 



SO:^ New Tork crtyT 



Wiretaps w ere installed at SCLC headquar ters 
I0y ^g3-l/a i2fil and 7/13/64 -7/31764 . 



in 

The di s- 



jontlnuane^'l/24/<>4 was ror lack of productlvitjr ; the discontinuanc 
— ; '^x>n 7/31/64 was because the office soved. Ther< ' ' 



tap on th 



;s fe^K^ Atlanta hgkdquarters ii/b/63 to 6/S1/66 when forser Attorn ey^ 
1^ O 1 beneral "TLatz_eBty g&B or dered it dlsc ontinuy< r"becaus e of t he Iinvol"ve» 
^ c3fi I asat praa SCLC' official la" r^csrTgST T case, '^i^ antH orlzatioa 
•^^'^* ir«> also given by Kennedy on 10/10/63 and 10/2 1/63 ; -=> / n *n 

yorser Attorney General Clark became Acti n ^ Attorney 
eneral on lO/3/eo. ne was confirsed by t hg s«n>t«» nn 





= uj ui was sworn in 

tf^wXretapwi 



^ ^for 

1^ ^ tf^Meg on 



OY 



O n 1/2/68 Clark *S apor ovml wa^ req ueste a 



hgadouartera m Atlanta 



Authoyity was again reques 



%^ w hich au th or_lty h e 
5t ea""pn"^27 (S2 ^at^ "* 



sii thqrity was deniey~by~ Clark in a aesorandus tp the Director 

On 5/17/68 Mr. DeiiOach discussed the king wiretaps with 



uvrm: 

Ass is tan 



isistant Attorney General Edwin L. We i e li ■' -BoweveTTTVeisl did not 
■SBtios that ClarJunR aware of Weisl*s inquiry concerning the King 




wiretaps 

A^.sft ACTIOK; 




3 1969 




^rT»' Mtj-^T nA*M 

XUL.5UN 



Mono. Tor infomatioB. 
100-106670 . 

SPicygti? 1969^— — 





►iLk^ .^■^-k-- .--^"s 



- . O-Ur (B«v. 7-17-68) 



ft- 




1 
4i 



» Badk Room At The Record Shop • : P 




Tolson 

DeLoach 
Mohr 



Bishop 

Casper — 
Callahan 
Conrod _ 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan . 
Tovel 



Trotter 

Tele. Room 
Holmes _ 
Gandy 




Tlie WashingUw Daily New* 

Hie Eveoinc Star (Washingtoa) 

The Sunday SUr (Waahiagtoo) 

DaUy New* (Naw Yorit) 

Sunday New» (New Yotk) 

New YoA Poat 



The New Yorfi Tiaea 

The Sun (Baltin»re) _ 

The Daily World 

Hie New Leader 



Hie Wall Street Journal 
The National Obaerver . 
Peoffle** Worid 



BxMiiDflr (Waahinfton) 



Diie. 



JUN 8 1969 



3 Js . "v^ M^ 

witodstatescjovernmeI^OUTE ENVELC^^^ "^ ~ 

1^ Cm 



FROM*' 





Memorandum 

MR. W. C. SULLIV^ 

MR. c. c. mas^^^^r^ 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SfiCURIIT MATTER - COM^UNIST 

ELIJAH MUKAMHiO) 



1 - Kr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 

1 • Mr. Bishon 
DATE: June 10^ 1969 . , ^ 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore // 

1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan / 

Mr. Rozaanis) 
1 - Mr. Devlc 
1 - Mr. Glass 

JDMS 




INTERNAL SSCURITT - NAJIQII OF ISLAM 










The Director has asked vfao authorised the wiretaps on 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Elijah Muhammad and has asked to - 
see the original authorizations. ^ 

There vas a wiretap • on King*s phone at his residence £ 
in Atlanta, Georgia, fron 11/6/63 to 4/30/65 when he moved. Wir^ 
taps of several days duration were also instituted at the Hyatt^g 
House Motel in Los Angeles, California, the Claridge Hotel in 
Atlantic Ci^, New Jersey, and at a temporary address at 125 Easy 
72 Street. New York City. A wiretap was instituted at tiie head-l 
<iuarters of the Southern Qiristian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
.in New York City on two occasions. All these wiretaps were q 
lion the authorisation of Robert Kennedy, dated 10/10/63, which iag 
I [attached. ICZ 
. ' . ' ' ^ 

- -i^ev^ Xn addition, a wiretap on SCLC headquarters in Atlanta^ 

U Georgia, was instituted from 11/8/63 to 6/21/66 on Kennedy *s g 
I I authorisation dated 10/21/63, attached. k 

ZZ ^ - " • - E5 

A wiretap on the residence of Elijah Muhammad in Chlcag 
vas authorised 1/2/57 by Herbert Brownell, authorisation attached 
It was Installed 1/4/57. On this same authorisation wiretaps 
were installed at additional residences of Elijah Muhammad in 
Chicago, Illinois, and Phoenix, Arisona. The wiretap installed o 
this authorisation was 41 scoot inued 6/23/^J,.^ - /^^i^ ^ ■ ^ f 

Rams^ Clark became Acting Attorney 



Hone. Fo ^lnfo raiationj^ AVf 
100-106670; 105-2486 ' 



. aENCLlSURE' 



'f^Attaehaaats • 3 
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SEMET 

UNITED STATES D^WRTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BDREAO OF INVESTIGATION 



la Hrply, Fleata Rejet M 

nfcN«.100-106670 
100-3-116 



wASHincTOii SS, n. & 
October 7, 1963 



USUORAKDUU FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

RS: MARTIH LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COUMUUIST 

COldMUHIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL llATTERS 






Ubi- ■• li'rT'-^ • 



0 



SECKt 



0 



UNITED STATES DEPiCltTMENT OF JUSTICE ; ■ 
FEDEBAl BUBEAU OF INTESTICATION ' 

'AttTjQ ■ October 18, 1963 



MEUOR&NDUM K)R THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 



KRl UARTIK LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COHKUNIST 



COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IH 
RACIAL IIATTEES 




I 




_ , ' , APPROVED 





Respectfully, 

^ohu Edgar^.Hoover 
M Director ^^(^S^ 



/ 



SulttJart rum Mi»»«a»i» > 



UNITED ^ATES GOVERNMENT 



■TO 



ntoM 







1 - Mr. C. D, DeLoac 

WtJTE IN ENVELOPE 

Mr, C, SalIiT«ll^t/y DATE: 6/31/69 

o 



JUNE ^ 



I • C. D. BrenQaji 

(Attn: Hr.RoKasiui) 




1 



T»i,. n«M» . 



MARTIN LCTHER XING, JR. 
81CURITT MATTES - COMMUNIST 



1 - C. E. Glass 
I -> J. J. Dunn 



4^ '/ 

rfK^eived fro» Rapr»a«n tatlvc H, R. Gross (R) 
of Ian. expressing concern over coDtroTersy~tniro1^iiifnre^^ 
surveillanco on Martin lAither King, Jr. Gross requested 
additional facts regarding this surveillance and Klng*s 
coamnist affiliations. Reconaended tbat Gross be contacted 
by representative of Crlae Records Division, thanked for his 
interest and advised that due to various ramifications involved 
in. this auttter, it is not t>elleved appropriate to furnish hla ^ 
data requested. ^ ^ 

We have had cordial relations with Gross. In htm v/ 
letter. Gross stated he believed a more complete accounting 
Klng*s activities is due the cltzens of this nation and vould 
■ost definitely be in the national interest. Gross requested: 
(1) that the Director confirm, in as mucb detail as possible, 
that the telephone surveillance on King was occasioned by tie 
association with Communist Pft^rty members; (2) that the Director 
describe tlie occaslao on vhich approval for the Eing telephone 
surveillance vas requested and received. Gross asked if it wmm 
eorrect tbat a conference vas held In this matter involving 
the Director, an aide, Mr. Kennedy, and Mr. Ka|zenbach; (3) that 
the Director furnish any facts deemed approprl,ate to demonstrate 
the extent to which King may have oSealT cd with members of the 
Commnlet Airty. « 

Data regarding the approval of the King telephone^ 
•urreillanee by former Attorney General Robert Kennedy and \y 
general Information regarding King's communist affiliations! 
have already received widespread nevsiiaper publicity. In view 
of the various ramifications Involved in the matter of King's 
telephone surveillance, It is not believed additional infommtio 
should be furnished Gross. Release of additicnal facts by hisi 




will emrtainly result la additional widespread publicity and 
prompt BuaeroBS inquiries to us by members of Coi^res^ and 

critics. ^ ^ yc^c - (^7 -m. 



3 JUL 3 1959 



100-106670 



ss and FBI 



JUL 16 1969 



0 



COPY Sent to ur, tolsoh i- 



0- 



COWTINUED - OVER 

See 




Heaorandua G. C. Hoore to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
RI: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



RECOMliENDATIOW ! 

If you approve, a representative of the tirlne Records 
Division will personally contact Gross, thank hin for his 
interest, and advise hia that due to various raaif ications 
involved in the King telephone surveillance, it is not 
believed appropriate to furnish hin an y additional da ta. " 

^ 71^ 





12^ 



r6/2S/69 ADDENDUM BY MR. TOLSON: « 

I agree. I see no point in continuing this controversy. I think 
Mr. Bishop should doliveg ^J*^^^^^^^ tr^^S^f^ 

CT:D6S 




MAT l**S MITlOM 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



MemorandumBOmE IN ENVELO 



TO 



Mr. W. C. Sullivan 



noM : G. C. Moo 



4^ 




DATE: June 16, 1969 
JUNE ' 





SUBJECT: MARTIN LITTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - CGMMUNIST 



Pursuant to the Director's instructions, the facts 
concerning the telephone sxirveillance of the residence of the 
late Martin Luther King, Jr. , are being furnished the President 
by the attached letter. ' 

In view of the interest of ^e Vice President in \xrban 
affairs, it is felt this information would also be of interest 
to the Vice President and a letter to him is attached. The 
information in these letters has also been furnished the 
Attorney General. 

» ... . . 

• That attached letters concerning the telephone 
surveillance pn Martin Luther King, Jr. be furnished th^ 
President and the Vice President. This mail should be returned 
to Mr. DeLoach's office for delivery. 



Enclosures - 2 
100-106670 



1 - 

1 - 

X - 

I - 

1 . 
1 - 

1 - 



Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
Mr. T. £. Bishop 
Mr. J. H. Oale 
Attn: Mr. Devic 
Mr. G. C. Moore 
Mr. C. D. Brennan 
Attn: Mr. Rozamus 
Mr. P«tt«rMO ':in 




TJD:f8h 
(8) 



4 



■" ,0 JUN 2*1«» 



• ^^^^ 



I'' 




HOOTE IN ENVELOPE 



Th« Pr«Bidaat 



1 - Mr. DeLoadi 

1 • Mr. V. C. SalllTan ~ 

X - Mr. Bishop 

1 - Mr. Gal« Gitt«QtlaB: 

Jmm 1969 Mr. Devlc) 

1 - Mr. 6. C. Moors 

^ .... »T LIAISOM ^v.. '*. 

1 - Mr. C. D. Brenxian 

(At tent loo: Mr. RozaiKis) 
1 • Mr. Patterson 



The following facts ara b«LRg furnished for 
your IttfomatlOT coneamlog tha talcphooa-^rvalllanea 
en tha «aald8DC«.of^tiia latQlartLn Lutftcr Mug, Jt.y 



cutborisad \xf fomar Attorn^ Canaral Kofrart r» kifuiHy 
aod fAS tailed fcj this BurMU. ; ^ ; 

"'^ — Qa -julx 16, 496V «n official of this Burw 
aav Mr* Wmmadj at Um latter *s request* On titat .. . 

occasion, Mr. Kannadj said ha vas considering the 

possibility of a talapbona surveillanea of King because ^ 
•f King's jKmvinist associations* Be vas advised by mX^ 
the Burestt ef f Iclal that since King vas in travel ttatufi//^^ 
practically idl the tlseV the productivity ef such a 
•urveillanee vas douht^ iind, eeked te consi^fF ' 
the repercussions if It ever becane t^dun that eueb a 
surveillance h«^ bean instituted «i King. Mr. Kennedy 
Mld^he vas not eoneemed about possible repercussions 
^Jbiat he thought it advisable to have as complete 
IsSvcrage as possible la viev of the possible cousminlst 
S^«en-|^^;^«noe in the racial situatloa. He vas told that 

^P - CDOiaEfr > ' ' ■ 




c 



3. V 



mm 

.-if 

mm 



"mT fMtlblltty of tudi eov«r«t« vouH 4«t«i«liMd 
«Dd an «ppropriAt« racnowroUtlon would b« •ubalttad 
to hi*. 

Qb July 25» X963, Mr. X^uiod/ chan^od hU 
Kind eoneomlng Ills r^quost and thought it Lll-advisod 
t that tlMf but on October 7» 1963, a req^uost for 
autfaoritj to plaso * tolopbono ourvvillanco on Kli^** 
rasldtficc v«s aant to Mr. Ktnned/. On Octobor 10, 
1963, ho authorlsod this ourr«lllanca, and a aur- 
^tliaaneo 00 aiqr futuro roaldanoo of King* hy hi a 
vrlttan alcnaturo. 

thla talaphona survalllaneo vaa Installod 
on Hovoabor 9» 1963, and vaa diaeontlnuod on April 30« 

196$« - r^.- 

Thla Inf oraatlon haa ho«n fumlahod tho ■ 
Tlco Fraaldant and tho Attorxicgr Ganoral. 



f iaoaraly yours. 



Clssslfl«i •Xof ga crotf* Wc«aso of aonalttv* • -^^u^^'--' 
naturo of th« Infarmatloa contained tharoln, the unauthorlsad 
dlaclosure of which could result In exceptionally grave 
is^A 4«Mkg« to the national socurlt^ '^'^^' ■ ■■ ■ 




WOTEl 



dated 6/16/69, captloood *^rtla Luther King, Jr., 
Soeurlty Mattor « Coonunlst,** propar«d by TJD:fah. 



>raiidua C* C. Mooro to V. C. Sullivan, 



Ijn '-■■•IS'" ■ ■ v ■ JK ■•" ■ -« -••''5. * 




ROUTlT'lN ENVELOPE ^^s 



1 - Mr.^M^ach 




1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. Gal« (Attn: Mr. 0evlc) 

; , 1 » Mr. G* G, Kcet« 

kl - Mr. C, D. Breonan 



JvM 16« 1969 



(Attn: Mr. Kozanos}, 
1 - Mr. V. C. Patterson 



^ " Konorabla 8plro T. Agnsv 
th» Vlca President 



JUKB BT UAISGH 



«aahlngtott» D, C. !^ " 

f 1^ 4iaar Mr* Tie* PvMildmitt 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN 13 Ur^C-ASSiTlED ' 



DATE^ 






The following facts are being fumlahed for your tAS_, 
>^:^m^^^ ■ tniermMtioo, coneamlng tha telaphoD^aurvalllanca on tba r^^/J^ -^i 
Mald«ne« of tha lata Martin toth»g-kli^ Jr. , authorlsod \ 
by f onaar Attomay Ganaml Sobart P* WMOHdy^vaA Installed VN ^ 
by this BuTMtt* 

^ QP '^^^y 19fe3* en official of thia Bureau ' ' ^'^ff 

•av Mr. Keonady at t^ .^atter'a raquaat* Ota Chat oeeaalon^ 
Kr« Saona^/aald be "sbm eonaldarlng the pAaalbllity of a ^'^^ ^ 
talapbona -eorvelllanca^f lUjog baeauaa of King** coniBunlst/ )/!X<«^ 
eesoelatlona« — Ba-«aa advlaad by"^he Bureau of fldal thatXi/^ 



^^.p. S^' since King «UL_ia,trsvel jit^tus^^^ctieally-all the tliiev/* * ^ ; 




b» prcductiTit7 «f eudv e surveilleaee was MbtfiA 9sA he 
eaiked to ooaai<ler the r«Mro»slof«,.if ,i.t .«ver becaaa 

tharii^ li^etlUi^ l^m Instituted on -fyr 
Mr. Kexinecfjr^iuild^ Wii not'O^^ - ^ 

cosaloos and^that l)e^tb<?m^t:.;l^^ to have «a oooi^lete 

eoverege jpibs albte. iA of <the'poastbl« ^dooBt^et 'Ixif lu« . 
enca in the racial situation. Um vss'told that the feasibility 
•f maA eoverage voald be detesnined end en appropriate i|«r 
reconmandatlea liould be r^ltted to hla*^ ; 7k / / ~ '^^^ ' 

100-106670 REc-s iOO^lO '^^y yo - Off*' . 

». . - , to_Jim 241! 




3; 




r^?^.i 



<|ewle*slfi i ;mUOtt 





.vm^.^;. .... , 







"^^^^JITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

M Memorandum ROUTE IN 



TO : Mr. W. G. Sullivsn -^ti 
niOM : G, C. KooT^^y 



--/ ^.'Z War 



JXJNE 



SU«ECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING,_J1a, 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 




Pursuant to your Instructions, information is a^t 
forth below regarding discontinxiance of the telephone surveil- 
lance on the Atlanta, Georgia, residence of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

The above-mentioned telephone sxirveillance vas 

(discontinued on April 30, 1965, when King changed residences 
in Atlanta. At that time matters of Interest to us pertaining 
to King and his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCIC) , were being obtained through a telephone 
surveillance on the Atlanta headquarters of SCLC. This telephone 
Surveillance on SCLC in Atlanta vas In existence from Novenber 8, 
1963, to JUne 21. 1966 . when fonaer Attorney General Wichol 
Katzenbach ordered it discontinued because, of the inyolven ign\ 
o^ an l>t;LC! otticial (Hosea Wiiliams) in a car theft case. 



Attached is a copy of Atlanta airtel May 19, 19e5, 

shoving the discontinuance of the telephone surveillance on 
King on April 30, 1965. 




/ 



Lng on Apr 




For infomation. 




Enclosure 
100-106670 

1 ^ Mr. C. D. DeLoach 

1 - Mr. V. C, Sullivan 

1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 

1 - Attn: Mr. Rozamus 
1 - Mr. C. E. Glass 
1 - Mr. J. J. D\]nn 
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I 



FD-3B {nt». 



lihinsinlt the following in 




Dat«: 5/19/65 



(Typt iJi plainttxl or coiti 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority) 

DltLBCim' TBI ~(IDD-<ri25Z95 " 



JUNE 




^AC, AHANTA (100-6670-E) 

cim 



Re Bureau airtel 4/19/C5, Tihich authorized survey 
relative to Tesur on neu residence of rJiRTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. This survey -vias conducted v.xth full security gnd 
results of sarae were furnishec! telephonlcally on 5/6/65 
to AsststEDt Director WILLIAM C. SULLIVAN. On the sane 
date, Mr. SULLIV/sN telephonicclly advised thst the 
installation of this Tesur 'was not authorized at this 
time. 

Survey reflects that telephone service is 



^Subjgpt-lHi^e' during the ^eek of 4/12/65 ir,oye4 his 

IrcslCl'ilite 'Trom 563 Johnson Avenue ^o 234 Sunset Avenue 
pnd or<jer^^ereissucd for discontinugnce of this leased 
line, jm[^^ _is ehovn tQ _b o discontinued a fteju^Eril 



C 3r>' Bureau (RU) 
- "l- Atlanta 
AFlIJelt 

(4) ^ 



d.1 mr 



10 HAYXr 1965 



ENOlOSim' 

Sent ^ M 





TO 



FROM 



•»> anL m». tm. •» 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




B 1 snep 



JUNE 



Cod'aa ■ 
Fall . 



MR. TAVEL 



J. Gal« 




sv^ECT: jjxRTIN LITTHER KING, JB. 

SECimiTY MATTER - COMMUNIST 
Bureau file 100-106670 



DATE: 6/16/69 

cc Mr. Gale 
Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. SulliTaa 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Tavel 



/y &»ill»ar. 



Holsei . 

GflTtJy - 




Attached hereto is a copy of Foraer Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy's authorisation to place a vire-tap 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Mr. Tolson has instructed that this copy be ' 
filed as an attachment to Serial 254, in file 100-106670^ JUNE« 
Serial 254 formerly had the original as an attacheemt; 
hovever, the original, pursuant to Mr* Tolson instructions, 
is now to be retained by Miss Gandy. 



ACTION: 

That the Files It Coeaunications Division file 
the attached copy in accordance with Mr, Tolson *8 instructions. 



Enclosure 



JHG:CSH (6) 





I «^UN 17 1969 



N20 



6 JUN20t969 




UNITED STATES GO\ £:^-\ME.>rr 

Merncraricium 





SU^ECT: 



, Gals V 



DATE: 5/21/69 



CLAY 




ou- S/21/6S novo to the I,lrsctor revi sing of t he 
recv.-^-; i'wi5lv^il from tli© Lapcr-tiT.eiit to liave S.i. _ 
av£:llcLble ir. tie A-tlanta Office on 5/27/39 to reviev; v/it jf*^ 
Dep£:.-t:::.;i;i-;; Att<itf*tey llichasl T. Epstein the IJ£.rtin Luther iTin g 
cas3 anci to p.'sparey^ possible testir.ony for' tlie Casslus CxLiy 
hearing in Eo,:stoa, Terras, on e/2/6S, the Director asked thq| |^ 
question, "Just what is pending re King?" 

There is nothing pending on King, Eovever, since 
Casslus Clay had appealed his 1S37 Selective Service conviction 
. on grcunds that his case r/as tainted by "illegal Governnent 
eavesdropping," the *D«p£rtm3nt had requested review of the IJ^ 
ilartin Luther King file since a conversation between Clay andi^ 
King was monitored on 9/4/64 in Atlanta, Georgia. 

The electronic sur /eillance established on King was 
j requested and approval was received frcn the Attorney General.* 
I King had a close association Y/ich Stanley David Levison, a . 
I concealed Co^inunist Party meiiber and the security purposes A 
intended by ij^c electronic surveillance were to determine tbiir^ ^ 
extent of contaunist influence on King, the Southern Christa 
Leadership Conference, and the racial situation in general. 



ACTION: 



^5 



The above su' 






"OT - rci!f . 
iiss or nviir 



DeLoacl^ 
Sullivan 



or information. |^ 





. . . . . 1 — Mr^fV- Tt MAy^■»^a 



je tO^^^hA 'letter - &Lt3d Karch 27^i'^i969;^if^ 
fron Assistant Attorhdy Gaaeral Uilsbn, Critelcsl Divisicr.;^^ 

. ,lr: instant ccptlon,:^6Ed to I!r,. T?llsoji»6 I^tt^r Key . 
captioac-d ♦•United States v. Cassiua'dlay, ::icctroaic , ■ ^■•msm,'^^--^ 



iiUvWi^'i ta2 requests cont&inad in tftsferencad ecwaratmtcationa.^**! ^j^, Jf i 

— — ~ ■- 



See ffiemQr 







to Sullivanj^^ 
crer* since tM^s" letter trax:^:^^/!^? "^ 



'"''i;dcc?:j=^ts classified 'To^Jkcret." 'o WAY IS 1889 - - r ;-^.^*— ^-.^ 

Hxls'Wtter \>^nz handled In aecord^nS'a with ne:aorandui ' ^ 
, ,»-lo^- C. D. Erennan to Ti?vC» .Sullivan 5/6/69 entitled "Omnibus Crime * 
fe^?^t«>l and greets 



i^^^le Iter requested ithat pertinent material, requested iri the ^^^.^sfej^ 
^rT--Tru-»irenca:^ ilarch^l^^ lettar ^srhich relates to Cassius Qla 




















1^: 





lurmi umaot con. ji. ■ ■ / ■ 




cc suxmtXAiics mBimtmxm 




. ^ncxmt raposss XKmom to u sscvbd sr 



^^^'^^^^^^ tfc« MClcrlty purpMMa lftt«ndW to b« ••nrc4 by this 
ItlttM* v«r« to 4«t«mliM tbm mxtmat of eonaunlot infltt* 

tte SovtfMfB OHrtstlM iMtetM^ CoafWrwie*, ^^^"^ 
^ mA Hm ndaX •Ituatloii In t«Mr«I« if M« *etlvltl««» 
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r^' ' i^t, itotttr . eo-«ni«, e«-»«irt xnn»«« i» ' 

Mttexa.- MVMMUt wrthwrl^ *• pUe. • ^'^J^J.^*^?^ . . 



■yv -v. 



.1 i-^'v^s^'^'"^-^-: 



"it!-". 



Original <»• «>Py '^"^ ^ Attorney ^ 

General by tr«x«dtt«l Utter captioned "^ectTonlc 
' Surveillance.,- ^ted 5fUf^. : . % ^ ' ^^^^^^1. • 

if^: CUaalfled *^9p Secret* alnce tmauthorlced dUdoaura 

- 4>f data berais could result 1» «»deptlooftlly «X*ve 4»?*^^,^U^ 
n^i ^nal def enae linteraata« ■ , • • 






RE: 



BERN.\RD S. LES V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 



SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S. D.C, D.C.) 
CIVIL rtCTION NU/IBER 76-1186 . ' ^ 

f 

Serial 3*^*7^ pulled from this' file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. v ■ 
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serial dBK ^f'(fi^ pulled from this file 
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., 'ind sent to National Archives. 
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BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SC 
V. CLARENCE iM. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-lia6 
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CD. DeLoach 



DATE: 6/17/68 



ce 



SL'VECT 



Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 



DeLoach 
Sullivan 
Gale 
Bishop 





0 c 
JFT^aae 



over to see ne at 4:15 p. a, 





5/17/68. 



MARTIH LVTHE^ING 
(Previous request for 
electronic coverage 
by Bobert F. Kennedy) 
LEAK OF INFORMATION BY DEPARTMENT 

E^lTeisl, 

asked ^ if the ruaor was true that was going around Washington 
the ^fect that Bobby Kennedy had specifically asked the FBI 
tap the telephone of Martin Luther King. I told Weisl I had not 
eard this rumor. X asked hin what proaptsd his question. He 
eplied that he had heard about this several tiees and, as a natter 
fact J a statenent had appeared in a recent newspaper article. 

I reminded Weisl that Messrs. Gale, McAndrews, and I had 
^ riefed hin regarding all activities pertaining to Bobby Kennedy 'tf 

^ Xilrequests for nicrophones and telephone taps during his tenure as ry^ 
^ sglAttomey General. I stated this briefing, as he should recall, >^ 
fjj >4concemed the basis on which the Department pleaded immimity in the \o 
O^^r^^^^ suit against our agents in Las Vegas, Nevada. , 

Weisl stated he remembered the briefing and, as a matter ^{ 
f fact, this was when the information first came to his attention. 
I asked Weisl why he was now asking me this specific questioned S 
Re replied because Drew Pearson had found out about this matter and g 
robably would print it in order to embarrass Bobby Kennedy.-' u 

. i 

X asked Weisl if be had discussed this natter with Drew • 
j^!Peardo|i. Mm xeplied in the affirmative and stated his father, ; 
!r!*Lj^;£d Weisl, Sr.. had also discussed the matter with PearsosV Weisl < 
'tasked me if the FBI would have any objections to this matter being 1 
brought out before the public. I told him it appeared as if the , ^ j 
matter had already been >rought out before the public. I stated I 
he should keep several -things in mind, i.e., <1) regardless of how 
such an article was written, a segment of the Negro population of the 
Itaited States would still feel very harshly toward the FBI and 
(4) this wottld obviottslj cut off Boae of our sources «f tnf or«atloB«'^ ^ 

^y4tt4^,\ * Weisl rebutted this statement with the fact that lifihard 

ti jt^TPIviHarwood of the Washington Post 'had already printed the fact thati 






/printed the fact thati /^fy 
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Mr. Tolsoa 
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the FBI had accuaulated a nuMb«r of tapes on King, as a result of 
the utilization of Microphones. Weisl stated that Pearson would 
obviously indicate that Bobby Kennedy had ordered the FBI to take 
this action. I told Telsl that, nevertheless, certain Negro groups 
would still blaae the FBI, whether we were ordered to take such 
action or not. 



Weisl stated he would try to keep the above natter fros 
being printed, If the FBI felt so strongly about lt« I told his 
we held no brief for Kennedy, in view of the shoddy way in which 
he had treated the FBI; however, we did not want to be involved 
la any political aaneuvers and action of this nature would aost 
certainly concern politics. Velsl stated h« would try to keep 
this froa appearing. 

Richard Harwood did include in his recent article on the 
Director a statenent that the FBI had several tapes on ICartin Luther 
King, as a result of the utilization of aicrophones. This fact has 
also appeared In a number of other newspapers. Apparently Weisl 
has discussed this matter with Pearson- — ^Paarson desiring to print 
the facts in order to eabarrass Kennedy. 



The record Is quite clear, through the aediua of aeaoranda 
written by foraer eaployee Courtney Evans, that Kennedy first 
requested electronic coverage; however, Evans succeeded in talking 
hia out of It. Several aonths later Evans approached Kennedy and 
requested peraission for suclr coverage, at which tiae Kennedy approvei 
this coverage. While an expose of such facts could obviously hurt 
Kennedy, such action woul^ also hara the FBI froa a public relations 
standpoint. We, therefore, should have no part In it and should 
discreetly discourage such action If brought to our attention. 

ACTIOH - 

If such an article is printed by Pearson, we should 
follow a strict '*no cosaent'* policy. 






■■■■ . : ^..'!^ « 



r 



Vt^KM »0*« MB. 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ^T%T-t 
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T»l«ea 

OrLodck 
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Biitef 

Cup*: 



DATE: 5/1/68 



Col* ■ 

RoMC 



T»l«. AeoD . 
HolMt 




Is yoQ recall t a blind aeBoraaduM vas prepared 
at the request of Mr, DeLoacb settlns forth wiretaps on King 
approved under written signature of foraer Attorney General 
Robert 7. Kennedy. Since the sesorandus, which is dated 
April 9, 1968, was subsequently routed to the Director and 
other Bureau officials, it is being filed as an enclosure to 
this sesorandua in order that it aay be properly recorded in 
Bureau file. 



ACTIOir: 



Ions. For year iDforaation. 



100-106670 




U) 



1 - Ir. V. C. SulliTsa 
1 • Ir. C. D. Brensaa 
1 - Mr. M. J. losaaos 
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E<*^3tf^ -_i»i_cc?les made 
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April 196«1>'' ' 




-ft* ... 



V.r. Tr-^^V-- ' 

Robert F. Kennedy, duriag the period he was yittornej^IZ 1 

1 General, not only approved recouendations for electronic < . \ 
•urveillances but be initially requested such coTerageLL. These — • 
are the facts: Li^=:=======^ 

Foraer Assistant Director C. A. Evans by Mesorandum 
dated July 16, 1963, to forser Assistant to the Director . 
A. H. Belsont reported that he, Evans, contacted Kennedy at 
his request on that date. Kennedy pointed out that in view of 
possibly coMunist influence in racial satters, he desired 
telephone coverage of King' and Clarence Benjaain Jones, a 
Hew Tork attorney vho had close association with King.- Evans 
pointed out to Kennedy that King vas in constant travel status 
and it was, therefore, doubtful that a telephone surveillance 
at his office or hose would be productive. Also Evans raised 
a question as to the repercussions if it should ever becose 
known that such a surveillance had been put on King. Kennedy 
replied that this did sot concern hi* in the least 

By nenorandum dated July 25, 1963, fros Evans to 
Belaont, Evans reported that Kennedy stated he was -of the 
opinion that his request for telephone surveiHaace on King 
had been ill-advised and that he was withdrawing his request. 

VenoranduB of October 7, 1963, to ihe Attorney General 
froB the Director requested a telephone surveillance on King 
«at his residence 563 Johnson Avenue, Mortheast, Atlanta, Georgia, 
(This was approved under the written signature of Kennedy dated 
October 10, 1963. A telephone surveillance was installed on 
Ifovesber 8, 1963, and discontinued on April 30, 1965. 

MeMorandus dated October 18, 1963, to the Attorney 
General requested a telephone surveillance on King at his 
office, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 330 / 
Anbnra Avenuey Eortheast, Atlanta, Georgia. This was approvod 
I OB the written blgnatwre of Kenne dy dated October 11, 1963. 



tij, Telephone surveillance ilrssc^installed on October 21, 1963, 

mad. discontinued on Juno 21, 1968. ^ *:* U i<. »-. i >12 




While Kennedy did personally sign two requests for 
telepboae surveillances on Xing, he di d not sign any, aicrophone * 
murvelllaaee requests. The Biercpbnse surveillances were put ^ 



ion by Burean officials (Tba Dirsctor, Belsoat, Sallivaa, k 
BauBgardner) acting under general authority relating to ths 
Attorney General. During 1964 ■icrophone surveillance covsrags 



Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Honolulu, Hawaii; Los Angeles, California; 
Detroit, Hichigan; 8aa Francisco, California; and Savannah, 
Georgia. 

By ■eMorandna dated March 4, 1964, froa J. 
Baungardner to Mr* W. C. Sullivan recoaaended and approved 
that Evans perso nally deli ver to tho Attorney General a copy 
of a Top SecretgflBlBBMf aeaorandoa containing results of 



sicrophQce surveilXasces of Sing and his associates while at 
the Tillard Hotel in Washington, O. C. , during January S «• 7, 
1964, and during February 18 - 25, 1964, while King was in ^ 
Hon olulu . Hawaii, and Los Angeles. Cali_f ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ y 



1 



^ also contained King*s vilification of the late President and 
his wife. The aeaorandua was delivered by Ivans on March 10, 1964. 

Meaorandua froa Evans to Belaont of Septeaber 11, 1964, 
reported that Kennedy before leaving office had instructed 
that the "Top Secret** aeaorandua subaitted to hia by the FBI 
be returned to the Bureau since he did not feel this aaterial 
should go to the general Departaental files. Evans recoaaended 
that the copy of the ■atsrlal be destroyed. The Director 
instructed that it was not to be destroyed but kept la file 
with Evans* aeaorandua. The contents of the **Top Secret** . r 
awaorandua clearly indicate that the information ca ae froa a 
alcrophone surveillance. 
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TO 

FROM 

SLmECT: 
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Memorandum 

Mr. W, C. SulllvaA ^ ) .J 



Tol 



1 - Kr. Sullivftii 
1 • Mr. C. D. Brennan 



DATEi April 18, 1968 



C. D. Breana 




JUNE ^rt, 




Rozaaus 
. ^Idgeway 




.ysov - rem ii, ;-2 
or mriw U^ -jg-^ 

MARTIN LOTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 



This is to advise you of past electronic surveillances 
that we had Installed for the purpose of securing Intelligence data 
concerning the late Martin Luther King, Jr., foraer President of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) . VJ^ 





' 1/5/64 
c5 1/27/64 



2/18/64 
720/64 



a 2/22/64 




100-106670 
fiLRtsss 



1/8/64 
1/27/64 

2/20/64 

2/21/64 

2/24/64 

3/20/64 

4/24/64 

4/26/64 

7/9/64 

ClattiHed by 
F-MinDt from C 



563 Johnson Avenue, N.E., 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Willard Hotel, Washington, 
Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin 

Hilton Hawaiian Village, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Asbassador Hotel, Los Angelas 
California | • 

MicrophdU^ 1 1 r Hyatt House Motel, 

'-^•'**^Lo8 Angeles, California | 
Microphone Statler Hotel, Detroit, I 

REC SMlchlgan /OO-/ Oif^C 
Microphone Senator , Birrfif*"' J 

relle 



Microphone 
Microphone 

Microphone 

Microphone 



Wiretap 



California 
Rvatt Ho 




California 



"»^» VW^ i^WV 



lifeeiL-Kuajoa Ancellec 



'WIKNTliL/, 

6 «*.^-«» '-'-"-r^'^-fiM ^" 



Hyatt HoaucOfQlKel r3g^ AngJlet 
Caliiftpnfll%>riTIAI . 



Meaorandua C. D. Breanan to Ur, 
RE: MARTIH LOTHER KIKG, JR. 
100-106670 



W. 



Installed 


Discontinued 


Type ' ^ 


T/T/64 


7/9/64 


Microphone 


8/14/64 


9/8/64 


wiretap 


6/22/64 


8/27/64 


Wiretap 


9/28/64 


10/2/64 

1 /l 1 /A<« 
X/ 11/ DO 


Microphone 

■ICFOpDOIW 


1 /9ft /Ait 


1 /41 /A4 


■xcropnone 


3/29/65 


3/31/65 


Microphone 


5/12/65 


5/13/65 


Microphone 


10/14/65 


10/15/65 


Microphone 


10/28/65 


10/30/65 


Microphone 


11/29/65 


11/30/65 


Microphone 


In addition to the above 
coverage was afforded the SCLC. 


Installed 


Discontinued 


Type 


10/24/63 

11/8/63 

7/13/64 


1/24/64 
6/21/66 
7/31/64 


Wiretap 
Wiretap 
Wiretap 




Hyatt House Hotel, Lm Anfel| 
California 

125 East 72nd Street, 
New York, New York 
Clarldge Hotel, Atlantic Cit] 
New Jersey 

Manger Hotel, Savannah, Georglia 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 
New York, New York 
Aaericana Hotel, 
New York, New York 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 
New York, New York 
Sheraton Atlantic Hotel, 
New York, New York 
Astor Hotel, 
New York, New York 
New York Hilton Hotel, 
New York, New York 
Aserlcana Hotel, 
New York, New York 



Location 



Mew York Office 
Atlanta Headquarters 
Hev York Office 

All of the above wiretap surveillances were authorized 
under the signature of the then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy 
who on 10/10/63 authorized the coverage pt King*s residence and an 
other future address to which he uy aove, and the New York Office 
SCLC. He also authorized wiretap coverage of King and the Atlanta 
headquarters of SCLC on 10/21/63. These authorizations were give 
dtirlng tbs adBinlstrat ion of President John F. Kennedy. 

I Attorney General Kennedy did not sign any alcropbone 

surveillance requests. Microphone surveillances were authorized 
Bursau officials acting on general authority relating to the 
Attorney General. 



ACTION: 



None. For inforsation. 
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TO 



, ' 1 f 

, «* MM. mZ. MO. 



^UNITH) STATES O ERNM^Uipg J]Sj Ei , V FiL0P^..^5^^ 

^Memorandum ' ' 



Mr. V<»C. Sullivan 
C. D. Brennan ^^j^ 

(9 

^ SU^IECT: KAlCTIH LUTHER Kll^, JR. 

^ SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 



juint 

DATE: December 19, 196] 

1 - Mr. DeLomch 
1 - Mr. Viek 
1 - Hr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
1 -> Mr. Bozanus 
1 - Mr. D. M. Wells 





By- ■enorandun dated 12/15/66 yon vere advised of 
the nicrophone and wire tap coverage we had afforded' Martin 
Luther King, Jr., President, Southern Christian Leadership ~ 
Conference. The Director wrote "When?** concerning the three 
tines Attorney General Nicholas deB. Kataenbach was advised 




W4. 



xws b«xxK b xvua «uu lUKi trespass wss 



involved. Also the Director wrote *irhen?** concerning the 
nicrophone coverage of King furnished Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy, perusal of which would indicate that a 
nicrophone was the source of this information. 

Attorney General Kataenbach was advised on the 
dates indicated by nenorandun, that trespass was involved 
in the following nicrophone installations: 





Installed Discontinued 



5/12/65 



10/14/65 



11/29/65 



5/13/65 

10/15/65 
11/30/65 



Location 

Sheraton Atlantic 
Hotel 

Hew Tork, New York 

Astor Hotel 

Hew Tork, New Tork 

Anericana Hotel 
New Tork, New Tork 



Attorney General 
Advised 

'.r 5/17/65 



12/1/65 





Attorney General nw l r. nciuicuy w«g xm » .*p*«<r<» 
I an eight page "Top Secret** nenorandun VMIIffMiflljlfll^'^ated 
1 March 4. 196 4. This nenorandun is a sunaary o r nicr ophone , , 

I 6SVSPageaf forded King^HiMHflM||HMMi^^ ^ ^"K^^ ^\ 

fwillard Hotel. Washington, D. C.; Hilton Hawaiian Village, ' ^ 

IHonoluln, Hawaii; Anbassador Hotel, Los Angeles, Calif orniai 
and the Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeles, California. The 
yipordiag of the aenorandun is couched la such a^panner that 
lis obvious that a nicrophone was the source. ' *Also furnished X 

- OMW:r«f *^ 

.p^7.-,.Cf), ^-^-.v^/'. -.EX.113 - ■• 
ft ' JAN 27 136: 



JAN 23 «7 ,^^<;^ 




>randua to Mr. W. C. Sulllvaa 
RE: MARTDr LUTHER KIHG, JR. 
100-106670 



Attorney General Kennedy on 6/1/64 was a separate aeaoraflduM 




ihT^Lnxoraat ion , 



By neMorandun dated 9/11/64 for«er Assistant 
Director Courtney A. Eva na_j:£corded the retur n of the 
aenoranda concerning King^[|BHH||HHHHB Attorney ^''(i^ 
General Kennedy wher ein E va^y , rpr.Q|pi«* ndec^ne destmction ol 

e'T'irec tor noted "They are not to 1» 



his yaterla^ . . 

estfoyed Init" are to be filed with tkis neno. 



— . T**«7 have 

since bgep nain talfiecl nnder yecure circu»staiices"^n accordance 
wityTbe Director 's wishes^ ^ 



ACTION: 



Rone. Vor Informatioa, 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Memorandum 



: Mr, W. C. SulUvaa 



C. D« Breoaaii 



c 



1 o Mr. OeLomch 
- Mr. Wlek 



sumECT: MAiiTIM LDTHBR KING, JB. 

8BCURITT MATTKR - OOMMDNIST 



DATE: December 15 
JUMB 



1 - Mr. Sttllivao 

1 • Mr. CD. Brennaa 

1 - Mr. RozMUs 

1 - Mr. D.M. Well* 





TlilB Is to advise you of the aicropbone and wire tiqp 
coverage that we have afforded Martin Luther King, ^ Jr., President 



Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 



r 




c 



As you are avare King has been in close association 
individuals having Conunist Party backgrounds since his rise to 
proBlnence in the civil rights field. /Aaong such individuals 
is his principL advisor Stanley Levison, a long-tlae secret 

'conunist i^ose Besbership in the Coaaunlst Party, USA, has been 
established as late as July, 1963'^ Clarence Jones, another close 
advisor to King, was a former aeMber and in a position of leadersbi] 
in the Labor Youth League^ a conunist front organization. Bayard 

[Bust in, another of King's close advis^ 

(conunist League in the early 1940* s^ 




On October 10, 1963, AttorneyG eneral B obef 

•proved technical^ surveillances_ on~ King*^ s~curre ht resXdenoe gr 
at any^rther address' to which Jbe'iiay aovfi;^ Qe;Tl80~^pproved the 
technical surveillance' Ol'^e Southern Christian LeadershiSL 1 I 
Conference "Mew To$lt 'City_ Office" or any other address to ibich it V/ 

A wire tap was installed on King's residence, 563 Johnson 
Avenue, Mortheast, Atlanta, Georgia, on Moveaber 8, 1963, and 
discontinued on April 30, 1965, when King moved from this address. I 
WSB MOt reiastituted on his new residence. vj^ 



ji 



Trom October 24, 1963, to January 24, 1964, and fr 
[Jttly 7, 1964, to July 31, 1964, a wire tap was uiatained oa the 
'southern Christian Leadership Conference Mew Tork City Office, 
lajtddition, on October 21^ 1963, Attorney Gey ralJEennedy auth orial 
-tip on the Boafbern Christ iaa Leadership jC^tf treaet. \ 
■eatffnarteri^ aT AClftoia, Oeoi^ia«-«hlc1i was ai^nt^B^ frea. rJt 
"1iveAftC.B,^1963j to June 21, 1966^^ when Attorney. GeMriLX^eholaUt 
dtoSLAtsenbach ordered it discontinued since he thpught Itjwj^F^ 
b^-BXSjQdicial to. the possible prosecution of Hosea / 
fcslherB ^^istiaa Leadership Conference .s»fflcialr under ^ntersti * ' 
fraasportatioa of Stolen Motor Yehieles Btattttea* KJt^ JtSn^M ^ 

]E\T DlRECTORJi -CQnUMUBD -.OvBB 





HttaoraaduB to Mr. W. C. SnlllTaB 
U: MARTIir UTTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 




In addition to the foregoing ve aalntained 16 
I ■Icropho pes and 4^ vire jtaps of_a fev di^ye ^duration at yarlovic 
Ihdti^s and one teapbrary residence. These were installed " 
1\ because of the possibility of a peetlitg hetireen King and hit 
r Vcoiuiunlst advisors. The 4 wire taps were installed under the 
original authority given by the Al^torhey General on 10/10/63^ 
c6]i6«irning King's residences. ~' ' ' - 



11 



Attorzij^y General Katsenbach was specifically 
act if led of three of these sicrophone installations. ^In.e 
of these three instances the Attorney General was advis^ 
that a trespass was Involved In the Installation. 



/I 



In addition, concerning Microphone coverage of i . 
King, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy was furnished the UL 
pertinent information obtained, perusal of which would indicate 
that a microphone was the source of this inforaatlon. 



ACTIOir: 



None. For information. 



'A.i 





DATE OF 




.SSIFlCMlfNlNttFlNlTL 



■Sl::9^E 



5C 



S-lia (l-IO-«l] 



i.:)f%'- iiiyi_~i(itffti ■ I ' 



Domcttic tnt«llig«iie« Division 



INPORilATIVC NOTB 

13/17/66 



Attached conversation betireen 
Stanley Levison and Chauncey 
Eakridge relates to possibility of 
electronic surveillance coverage 
by FBI of Martin Luther King, 
Levison Is long-time secret 
coouiiunlst and Eskrldge Is a ChlAg^ 
attorney; both are King advisors. 



1^8 



We did maintain telephone ta] 
coverage of King from Nbvenb< 
1963, until June^^9^^ 

JH:cec 



tite 



p»rT4-SI-IED BY 



ON 



y 





FD-36 



TrbmbU th* foilowinq in 
AIRTEL 




(Tyft in plaintext or code) 



I*. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad . 
Mr. J"*!! 
ale 



i TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-136585) 



SUBJECT: 



.0. 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
Mi — 






_ a source close to 

at information had 



Re telephone conversation. 12/X/66, between 
SAC DONALD E. RONEY of NY and Inspector JOSEPH SIZOO. ^ 
of the Bureau concerning conference of STANLEY LEVISO?» 
and CaAUNCEY(ESKRIDG^ Jb{*)b7C^ 

i>On 12/16/66,r— '^'""^^ 
STTiNUaftfLEVISON, advise; 

come to his attention which disclosed that LEVISON 
and CHAUNCEY (CHAUNCE¥)(tSKRID6E» Chicago att orney 
adviser to KING), were in contact on that date . AccoRiine^ 
to the information received by t^e source, their contact 
was in regard to the current controversy over ^vesdroppii^ 
Their conunents were as follows: 

LEVI SON : "This ' is tsoM^-ating .we haiire iknown ^ 
about for years . We never knew who it was and chances^^ 
are it wets not just one but several. Surely the locales 
coBununity used to do it, but anytime he (KING) talked*^ 
on the phone he knew he had visitors." ^ ^ 




P 



CHAUNCEY: "That's the first time that it^ver 
caae out knowledgeable that the FBI was doing this.'^ 

Bureau (RM) . 
1 - New York 

3f 
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I 



^ 
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LEVISON: "Oh yea. That's right. Although 
actually it was connunicated to hia (XING)". 

CHAUNCEY: "We knew it but the public didn't know it.| 

LEVISON: "The public didn't know it" 




CHAUNCEY: "Except that Hoover (Director Hoover 
of the FBI) called that press conference after that little 
flap about him. Then Hoover disclosed to newsmen in an 
off the record meeting of news women. Remember he had 
the conference with the news women." 



LEVISON: "That is right, 
say that time to the news women?" 



Yea. Vfhat did he 



0 



CHAUNCEY: "It was stated in the press that it 
was off the record, but that he told things about ML (KING) 
that they allegedly didn't know before. We never knew what 
he said I but the fact that he did communicate to news women 
this information is how Reston knew about it." 

LEVISON: "It's always been well known that they 
have secret files on everybody from the President down, 
and this the press has talked about. As a matter oflact, 
it came up at that time because they said what's going 
to happen to those confidential files when Hoover resigns 
or dies. Who gets them. And of course everyone in 
Washington is nervous about that." 



4 



(3IAUNCEY: "I don't blame them." 



Me. 



LEVISON; "This sort of thing you see, has a fvamy 
kind of quality to it. People are nervous — on the otherhand, 
the xeXla who has them can'.t use them beceuse then _ 
he's in trouble. So it's a kind of equilibrium, ^ 
fbat gets established, (hie of, those funny stoiies I ^ 
imber from years ago was th« racketeer Dutch StthultZt 
of the big operators in this ^ area. He knew his phoiMi 
always tapped. And he never 'entered a phone 2^^-*M' 
lyersation without saying, *I hope your ears fall offf^'^l^^^^ 
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-V UNITED STATES GOVERNM 

Memorandum 



BPUT 



■r. DeXxkAcli 




MARTIN LDTTHER KIHG, JR. 
SECURITT HATTER - COmnmiST 



1 - Mr, DeLoftcli 
1 - Miss Holm 
1 * Mr. SulllTU 
1 > Mr, Bauagardn«w 
1 - Mr. Bland 
1 • nr. Rozaaas 
1 - ]lr« BatM 




Special Agent in Chftrge Roney, Retr York Office, ciilled 
on 1/30/66 and adTised that Martin Latber King, Jr., and none 
of bis associates bave a reservation at the Anerieana Botel, 



A Mjk m^tiJi vjL±w-— 



party will have mo6mm~SiSS - diSTTrhe Ifew York Office has / 
available Roon 3335 fro« ^ieb it advises it can Maintain a *-| 

Ou*. If 



■icrophone surveillance on King vitb full security as 
and w^thont the nae of wiring.. 



We have bad prior information that King planned to meet 
vitb sone of bis advisors with eoanunist backgrounds, such f f 
Harry Waehtel and Clarence Jones this week in Hew York C^^7*€yi/f 

pMt conferences with such sdvisors h£ve shows the coMmnig t \aj 

influence exerted by then upon King relative to the racial 

situation as well as the TletMajLLtuatioirr" "T — '.777%.^ OI! 

■ pro 14 /^^ - /ooc 7o—td 9< 9*. 

Mew Tork Office re<iuested autborVtyMM AaffiSSthe » 
■icrophone surveillance installation the night of 1/20-^1/66, 
to be activated 1/21/66 witlD'T^ll%(kecuritfnR^ure4«*-4t' also 
requested authority for ezpAdifun ef up to $35 per day 




tbs aonitoring roea, 

:^>r > , /li ^ On Mew ToA*s assurance that full security 

N^t fKn/ I available and since* ti»e was of the essence. Mew Tork was 




" wxvu 




the installfitioB mad was sise astborSM^ 
to Make the necesaanr oxpeaditttro for the iK>nitoriag 
Attached for approval is a nenorandun to thw-attorney General 
advising hia that this aicropbone surveillance will be activated 
\ 1/91/66 and will be Inediately dlseoBtlBued wpon Klng*s ff. 
a/^ or V about 1/25X66^ C.* ^ 

empt Mom CDS, C^tftj»\p^ - | P »1 



M. r. How - RooB 6^1 IB 
1#0.10667« 
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UNITED STATES DEPaRtIeNT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



^ Jm Mfiffy, Flmr Rrfw m 

%«ltJ*. (IS) 100-106670 



WASatNCTOn, D.C. SOSIS 



January 21, 1966 



UKHORASUaU FOR THE ATTORNET GENERAL 
RB: MARTIK LtTTHER KIKG, JR. 

Ls Bureau's inTestigat/on of coauninlst 
inf luenc* in racial matters has developed considerable 




King, Jr,, headyof the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, hj li^ividuals vith subversive backgrounds such 
as Stanley David bevison, Harry Wacfatel, Bayard Rust in and 
others* From tineXto tlae. King meets vith these individuals 
and coverage of these meetings by this Bureau resulls In the 
obtaining of evldenceyOf the Influences upon King as veil as 
information concerning >the tactics and plans of King and his 
organisation in the civil rights movement. The coverage of 
these meetings also has developed information concerning 
King's involvement in the ^Jiet nam situation. These meeting 
frequently take place in hotel rooms in Hem Tork City« 

On January 20, 1966^. information vas received that 
King plans to arrive in New York. City on January 81, 1966, and 
vill stay at the Americana Botelw 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, 
Hev Tork City, from January 21, 1^66, nntil approximately 
January 25, 1966. We also bad inf<ormation that King planned 
to meet vith his advisors this week in Hew Tork City. 
Because of the importance of the meeting and the urgency of 
the situation, a micropkono sunreillVnce vas effected 
January 21, 1966, on King in Rooms 34^5 - 3437, Americana 
Hotel, Nev Tork City. /This surveillance involved trespass.*^ 
It vill be immediately /discontinued 9po^ his departure. 





Very truly yoi 



John Bdgar Ioov«r 
Director 





sutama^ie 




.. .... 
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r~1 Outgoing letter - 
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□ Totatyp* 

EbcIosor (deocribe) {7)\Si^^ 



Doto •! Moll 



O Labaratocy Work Sfaset 

0 PorMOMl Stevity Qoeotiomiaire (PSQ) . 

1 I Lcqrmlty Fom 

O CMmt (deacrilM) ^ 




Roann for RmmvoI 

n F«r eonrnc (If ftir anothor aoBcy, liM Mtoacy and date «f raqnart.) 



Data af Ramovd 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTiCE 
FEDERAL BUKEAV OF INVESTIGATION 



Im Jlipfy, Pimur Refer to 

rmjv*. (18) 100-106670 



WASBlMCf OR. ».'C. X0S9S 

Deceaber 1, 1965 



^ "jurJH' 

RE: HARTZK LUTHER KING, JR. 



This Bureau's investigation oz the comDunist 
influence in racial Matters has developed considerable infor- 
■ation indicating the influence upon Martin liuther King, ir,, 
head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by 
individuals vith subversive backgrounds such as .Stanley David 
Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Ru8tin7and others. Froa time 
to tine. King neets vith these individuals and coverage of 
these Beetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of 
evidence of the influences upon King as well as information 




^ASuaD skJkai^ — 





in the civil rights aoveaent. The coverage of these Meetings 
also has developed infomation concerning King*B Involvement 
in the Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently takt 
place in hotel rooms in Xev York City. 

On Hovember 29, 1965, information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of November 29, 1965, at the 
Americana Hotel, S2nd Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. 
We also had information that King planned to meet with his 
advisors while in New York CitTh November 29-30, 1965. 
Because of the iaqportamce of the meeting and the urgency of 
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected November 29, 
1965, on King in R^oms 3609-3611, Ajaericana Hotel, New York City. 
This surveillance involved trespass/and was discontiaued on iJ 
Hovember 30, 1965* ^ 



Respectfully, 



4- 




^Edg^ Hoover 
Aiiirecxor 





ilinrngfilhic — • Jf^M ^0 1%e 
Jl ee ta ss fci asmt i em " ' _ ^ 
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a/\rom GDS,JC*t^ip?_J^ 
PatT'W pVl>tf {'■"'"■ Ml Io3»f"4 



aM IN) innOM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT . ^^^-J 

Mtmorandum^^^'l^ IN ENVELOPE 




TO 



SL'WBCT: 



r^Mr. Sulllvas A> 



J D M I 



DATE: 11/89/65 



r. J. 



Batuagardner 



u 



MARttS LCTTHER KIHG, JR. 
SECDRITT MATTER - COMMUNIST 



1 - Mr, Belaont 
1 - Hr. Salllvan 

1- Mr. Baungardner 
- Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. Donohue 
1 • Ifr. Pliilllp^ ^! 





^ ;r. Special Agent in Charge [Roney/ Hew Tork Office, " 
called this ■ornlng (11/29/65) and advised that Martin Lutber 

IKing, Jr. , and some of his associates have a reservation at 
the Americana Hotel in Kev Tork City, arrival about 2 p.B. » 
• today (11/29/65 King Till probably stay only one nigbt as 
be is to be in Washington, D. C, 11/30/65. King and his 
party vlll have Rooms 3609 - 3611. The Nev Tork Office has 
available Rooai 3509 Iron which it advises it can maintain a 
■icrophoae surveillance on King, with full security assured ^^ 
and without the nse of any viring. 

I We have bad prior information that King will Meet 

I vith soae of his advisors vith coKnunist backgrounds, such 
! as^tanley Levlsda and Esrry Wachtel^ These conferences 
vith his advisors have shown the connunist Influence upon 
King relative to the racial situation as veil as the Tietnaa 
situation. 





^ The Few Tork Office requested authority to sake the 

i^srophone surveillance installation ianediately vlth full 
security assured and also requested authority for expenditure of 
1» to $35 per day for the monii^ing roo«. n ^ , y , 

ACTIOV: / — 



On Kev Tork*s assurance tha16 f\ill k^cittrity was 

I available and since tlae was of the essence, Hev Tork vas told 
to go ahead vith the Installation as fanned and: vas also 
Mthorised the necessary ei^enditure for the aonitoring rooa, 
Xnasvueh as the Installation will be made today <ll/29/65> and 
deactivated iraedlately upon King*a departure, probably ll/SO/65, 

Ive will proaptly subait a aeaorandua to the Attorney General W 
advlainc when the installation vas made and vhen it vas taken 
all. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I36585) 



JUN2 



SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER "ItmO, JR. 
SM-C 



Re Bureau telephone call by Inspector J,A.SIZOO, 
11/30/65, authorizing installation of mlsur coverase of KING 
at the Americana Hotel, New York City, 11/29-30/65. 

On 11/29/65, at 3:45 PM, coverage was effected on 
rooms ^60Q- ^6ll. the roo ms assigned to KING and ANDREW YOUNG, 
^e ^^^®JH|HH|B*'^^ monitored from ^'^'^ 

On 11 /30/65, at 1:30 PM, coverage was discontinued 
following KINCPb dppar^ure. 
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V. CLARSMCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S. D.C, D.C.) 
CIVIL ACTION NU>S^ 76-11B6 
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RE: BE21NARD S. LEE V. CL^^RENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL. 

(U.S.D.C. ^ D.C.) CIVIL ;»CTION NUMBER 76-1185 

soirnrr^n C}'?isti.-.!j le\ders;!I? cc?;fsre::ce (sclc) 
V. cl.?:e:;ce m. kelley, et al (u.s.d.c, d.c.) 

CIVIL .iCTIO:^^ number 76-1186 

Serial^i^^^ pulled from thi^'file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Sinith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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FROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO6670) 



: SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I36585) 

o 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KINO, JR. 
SM-C 



JUNE 




Re Bureau telephone call dated IO/28/65, 
authorizing mlsur coverage of KINO at the New York Hilton Hotel, 
10/28/65- 

On 10/28/65, at 2:30 p.m., mlsur coverage was 
effected on roons 2307-2308, KING'S rooms at the NY Hilton 

The source, BpBBB^r zncnltcred from room 
2206. On 10/30/65, at 2;00-p.m., the source was discontinued. 




fs^reau (IOO-IO667O) (RM) 
(100-136585) (^2) 

1^)"" ' €t jjg. REC-35. loO'loCCyo 'Slot i 

'14 NOV. jBLlS^ 





U Dor 



Swi«l R«M««f CkMt* Oat 

4.31 |R«v. S>11-«S) 



DiSTfUJCTlONSi Thia form ia to ht rtmovtd from fiU by a Filing Unit tmployte *n\r vp»t» Hi« r*tum vf A* >t— i. 



i)M»*riMi 



□ Report 

bcoaiBC lattar 
O OulcoiiiC lettar 
n Mbnorandam 

C3 Airtal 

O Teletype 

r~l Encloaure (deaeriba) 



ri Laboratoty Work aeat 

r~3 Paraomwl Security Queatioimain (PSQ) 

O OUiar <iteMariba> - 



Reiaeved far 



iRooa 



Dot* ftf Rmiiov«I 



Reeaen lar Radio* 

I I For cofviaf (If far wollHr afaitcy, liat acauejr and data of raqaaaCl 



rnTo— dip 
n Tt^ «ttaeh to 



Q change to anot her nie - 

i7o 





31 




4-T50 <a-7-79) ^ 

{ ( ) xxxxxx 

^ xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Paee(s) withheld entirely at this location in the llle. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



D Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

O Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

O Information pertained only to a thiid party. YcHir name is listed in the title only. 

n Oocument(s) originating with the following government agency(ie8) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(8) refenred for consultation to the following government agencyUes); 

as the infonnation originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page<s) withheld for the following leasonCs): 



I^^For your infonnation: li^ 4iiMe iotMJkA A /4e«,^ {sCf ^e^ld A ^/s. 

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



.4, i' 




XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

\ DELETED PAGE(S) \ 

^ NO DUPLICATION FEE \ 

X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



•U MM. M. HO. tr 



UNITED STATES GOVERNME ^^lOUTE IN ENVELOPE 

Memorandum i a a « 
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Uotu 



Caspar 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. Su 



DATE: 



r« J, B&uagardQej>^ 

T 

MABTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 



10/29/65 



CalloboB . 
Conrad _ 

FeU 

Gal. 

ROSMI 



1. Hf. Still 4 v< 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. DoDohue 
I - Mr. Phillips 



SttUhraa . 
T.«.l„ 
Ttolimr _ 
-J«U.Boi 

Gondy 



At 11 A.m. . J. P/28/65 I too k & telephone call 

flHHHBBlHflHMHHii^Df the New York Office 
who advised that they had Just obtained information that 
Martin Lather King, Jr., was to arrive in New Tork City at 
12:49 p.B. that date (10/28/6 5) and that_ hg was planning on 
staying at the Hilton Hotel. flMHHHHR^aid that they 
were in a posiTTon to insTall, with full security assured, i 
sicrophone surveillance (sisur) to cover King*3 activities 
because of the coBmun^^influences frequently revealed 
concerning King. HIHHHHBr ''^^uested authority for the 
installation and expenditure of $30 perda^forthe rental 
of a ro oa for monitoring purposes. fli^^^^l^HP^^^^ that 

rould be used and " 

iause time was of the 
essence. I gavef^^|^^HH||pthe necessary authority on his 



J 



) 



assurance of full security. 




The New Tork Office telephonically advised'today 
(10/29/65) that the misur had been installed to cover King's -7/^1 
room at the Hilton Hotel but that to date iio_unusual 
inte lligen ce had been forthcoming nor was there~~S&y indication 
that~ there would be. It appeared to the New Tork Office that 
King's stay in New Tork City was for the purpose of meeting 
a speech commitment in Westchester County the night of 10/29/65. 
Mev Tork advised that the misur would be discontinued immediately 
upon King's departure. ' . . k (NJ 

RECOMMENDATION ! 

In view of the apparent lack of intelligence^to- bey^ ^ 
derived from the sisur in this instance, it is recommended ^ \ 
that no further action be taken. This is for your Informatf-^ 
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UNITED STATES DEfAATMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



PUmte to 

(IS) 100.106670 



WASBIN CTOR, D.C. 1*5S5 



October 



MEMORAHDUlf FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 




RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



This Bureau's Invest Igat ion of the comintilciist Influ- 
ence in racial matters has developed considerable Infonaatlon 
Indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr., head 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by individuals 
with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David Levison, 
Barry Wachtel, Bayard Rustln and others* Proa tlae to tia«. 
King Beets with these Individuals and coverage of these 
Meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of evidence 
of the influences upon King as well as Information concerning 
the tactics and plans of King add his organization in the 
civil rights movement* The coverage of these meetings also 
has developed information concerning King's involvement in 
Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently take place in 
hotel rooms In Mew York City* 



the. \ 



On October 14, 1965, Information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of October 14, 1965, at the 
Astor Hotel in New York City* We also had information that 
King planned to meet with his advisors while in New York City, 
October 14-15, 1965* Because of the Importance of the meeting 
and the urgency of the Bituation, a microphone surveillance 
was effected October 14, 1965, on King in Room 345, Astor Hotel ,f| 
44th Street and Broadway Avenue,. New York City* This surveil- 
lance involved trespass and was discontinued on October 15, 1965* 




Respectfully, 



e OCT 28 t9R5 




6* NOVi? "?965 
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Oetoter It. 1965 

1 — Mr. BelBOttt 



1 •» Kiss Holaefl 

jumm rai tn mum i onntAS. i • vr. suihtm 

A. 1 Mr* Bland 

KSl WUKrn Urm KDB, JK« l - tr. Bausgardner 



is neial ■attars Im* daral^yad eoDaidarabla ImfonuticMi f w 
eatias tli» Laflaaaea apMi MartlA tatbar Clae, Jr., iMad 
the Soathftrfi Chriatlaa Laadarahip CaRferescerb7 Indivlduala 
aiibvaraiva fcarirgTOttadg sacit as Staalej Darld Levison, 
Vaelitalf Bajard twrtia aad athars* rroa tlae to tlaa, 
m»0ta with tbaaa iadlridoala and earerair^ thtf 
lars ^ tkla Bttraaa raaioXta la tba etrtaialnc af aridaoce 
tha lafloancaa mpcm Mlmg aa vail aa iAfaraattaa coaeamlaf 
tact lea and plaaa «f Kias aad him arcaataatloa la tba 

rlghta ■o r — oa t. fte eovaraire tliaaa aaetlaga alaa 
da^alapad iafooraatloa eotteaxmlsff KlBC*a lBTOlra«eat la thm \ 
iataaa altaatioa* Ibaaa aaatUsa fra^aastXt taka plaea la^uL \ 
. JNMM U lav City. ^ ^ 

Om Oatobar 14, 1965, laforMitl<m «u attatoad ttat 
vaa ta apaad tha might af Oetobar 14, 1963, at th». 

Botal la W09 Taffk City* Va alao had latoraatioa that 
9lsaMd ta aaat with him jaArimm «U.la la «ev York City, 
Oetobar 14--U, 106&* Batiaat tha tflportaJKa of the »eatlBg , . 
aM tha vf aacy mt tha altaatlas, a slarophono aurraiXlaaea vJL 
vaa affactad Oetabar 14, I9i0» m Mim !• MS^^Aatar lotal* > 
44th Straet and Broadaay ftraana, lev York City, fhla attnrall* 
Ifmem Isvolvad traapaaa sad was dlacaatlanadaa October is, 1965. 

" OCT 28 




rat 1HI mcKm gbvxbaii 



This BworMdim im classified "Soerst" sises it 
eoQewBs * ulcTcphOM surT«illatte«, uiiMthorlx*d 4isclosars 
of «bich could result in ssrioos diuucs to the Boresn's tl 
— enrity eorertcs to the detriJMitt of aational security* 

■eeorendum froa V.C, SolliTan to Mr. Belaent 
10/14/65 reported the telephonic request of the Vev Tork Office 
10/14/65 for authority to aahe installation of the microphone 
Sttrrelllaoce. la view of the urgency of the situatioa and ou 
Sov York's assuraJice of full security, they vers iastruetod to 
the iMt illat ion. Yor k alrtel 10/15/65 reports 

installed is Rooe 345 
dlscontiaued 1 9.s«f 10A5> 




:ed^hat / 



c 



F B i 

Date: IO/I5/65 



Transmit the following in 
AZRTEL 



Via 



(Tfpt in plaiiUext or eodtt 



(PHoritf) 



TO 
FROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO667O) 
SAC« NEW YORK (IOO-I36585) 



SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER i^NO 
SM>C 




On 10/14/65, at 6:00 a misur . 

Installed room 3^5/ As tor Hotel, Tlaea Square, NYC, registered 
to subject. Informant moQjLtored room 4^3, Astor Hotel. 

On' 10/15/65^ at 1:00 p. ■., Informant discontinued. 

Security assured. 



'•3; 




. HERON) 



t>-Bureau (IOO-IO667O) (HM) 



l-NY (100-136585) 
JJKtrmv 

(5) 



oved: 

6 NOV^^' 

. 




■AT itM laniOM 



UNITED STATES GO\'kRNMENT 



EON 



0 



Tetaoi 



MemoranduMOmW IN ENVELOPE 



7^: 



Mr. Belnc 



OU^ AX ▼ ■ 



HART IN LUTHER KIHG, JR. 
SECURITY HATTER - C0HHUNI8T 



1 
1 

4. 
1 
1 



DATE. 10/14/65 
• Mr. Belaont 

- Mr. Sullivan 

—Mr. Baungardner 
-Mr. X>onohae 

- Mr. Phillips 

J D H S 



The Hev York Office called me this afternoon 
(10/14/65) and advised that Martin Luther King, Jr., hi 
reservation for tonight at the Astor Hotel in New York City. 
Be is to be in Room 445. The New York Office has available 
Room 435 from which it advises it can maintain, with 
security assured, a microphone surveillance on King, 




Lvailabie . a 



King has recently been conferring with his advisors 
wit^ ^communist backgrounds, such asf^tanley David Levison and 
Barry VachteV^on his visits to New Tork City. We have specific 
' information that he plans to seelkachtel/on this visit. His ^ 
conferences'with these advisors have shown the conununist 3^.i\ 
influence upon King relative to racial matters as well as Xtt^J^J 
Vietnam situation. 

The New York Office requested authority to make 11 
the microphone installation immediately with full seciuritjrT* 
assured; • . 

ACTION; 

^ On New York's assurance that full security was 

\ available and since time was of essence, I told New -York 
j te go ahead with the installation as planned. I also *^ il 

I authorized the necessary expenditure for the room fo£<) 
monitoring purposes. J^^eti»o 1^ te/tf ^rt^oretf^, 

100-106670 71 




SFP:deb<:^LX 
(7) 



1 - Mr. M. F. Row (Room 6221 XB> 

50; 



(A 
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BERNAliD S. LKI2 V. CLAPJ::\C!- Ki-LLi-V, ET AL. 
(U.S.n.C, D.C.) CIVIL actio:,' \WSv^.\^X 76-11G5 
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MAT m mn i ^Bto 

^ ;-" 'UMl ftl> STATES GOVERNMENT i^g^ 

Memorandum 




SAC, 1E¥ YORK (IOO-I3S585) 



MARTIN UJTHER KINO, JR. 
SM - C 

<00s AT) ...^v. 



4 



DIHBCTOR, FBI (IOO-IO667O) oah: 




concerning 
in this cit^ 




au and Atla nta. 5/I8; 28/65, 
KINO while he Is 



Xtmi 



100-136585 



■■■■ r • 

The aforementioned is brought to the Bureaiia 
and Atlanta's attention for whatever assistance it 
night afford In the future. 





A 



